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The Mindeatuns on the Federal Council 


Laymen and Ministers Who Have Been Elected to the Church’s Highest Office Join in Vigorous Support of Con- 
tinued Cooperation in the Federal Council. (Full statements on page 12) 


HOULD the Southern Presbyterian Church 
secede? No: Many times no.—P. FRANK 
PRICE, ’36. 


I T IS MY CONVICTION we should con- 
tinue as a member of that body.—ED- 
WARD MACK, ’39. 


WISH to associate myself very earnestly 
with all those of our church who feel that 
our proper place is to remain in the Coun- 


cil—HARRIS E. KIRK, ’28. 


HE FEDERAL Council of Churches is the 
only considerable body which can ex- 
press our united Protestant voice in this 
fateful hour in our history—DONALD 
W. RICHARDSON, ’43. 


HE EVANGELICAL Churches . . . should 
present one front in combatting god- 
less communism and like forees of evil. 
The Federal Council . . . affords. . 
the most effective fighting front.— 
CHARLES G. ROSE, 742. 


O ME it is unthinkable that our chureh 
should withdraw from the Federal 
Council. . . . Followers of our Lord and 
Savior ought to be able to cooperate.— 
CHARLES E. DIEHL, ’41. 


T WOULD be tragic for us to withdraw 


from the Federal Council.—J. B. GREEN, 
"46. 


AM strongly in favor of our church’s re- 
maining in the Federal Council—WAL- 
TER L. LINGLE, ’20. 


CANNOT believe that our denomination 
will at this crucial time . . . isolate her- 
self from her sister Protestant communions. 


J. R. CUNNINGHAM, ’47. 


| KNOW of no occasion so serious as to war- 

rant our withdrawal, and think it ineon- 
sistent with Christ’s prayer for unity that 
we should withdraw—SAMUEL H. SIB- 
LEY, ’34. 


UR WITHDRAWAL would be a heavy 
blow to those who believe that without 
an ever-increasing spiritual unity Prot- 
estantism is doomed to a decreasing ef- 
fectiveness in the life of our nation and 
world—CHARLES L. KING, 744. 


VERY MUCH hope that the Presbyterian 
Chureh in the United States will remain 
a member of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America.—FRANK 
C. BROWN, ’40. 


ET US support the Federal Council of 
Churehes—THOMAS KAY YOUNG, ’45. 


At least two more former moderators vote 
for the Federal Council. 











Letters to the Editors 





Texas Session Is Unanimous for Council 





San Antonio Elders’ Resolution 


To the Editors: 

The Session of the First Presbyterian 
Church of San Antonio some time ago dis- 
cussed the Federal Council issue now be- 
fore the denomination. Some criticisms 
of the Council had come from the office 
of a railroad company in Mississippi. 
Without any previous. discussion by the 
pastor or any suggestion from him, the 
following resolution was offered by a busi- 
ness man and unanimously adopted by the 
Session: 

“RESOLVED, that the Session of First 
Presbyterian Church of San Antonio go 
on record as strongly urging that our 
General Assembly remain in the co- 
operative bodies of Protestantism and 
in particular that we continue our mem- 
bership in the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ.” 

THE SESSION. 
First Church, 
San Antonio, Texas. 


Double Talk 


To the Editors: 

Regarding the Greenville “Findings” 
(OUTLOOK, Sept. 8) I read in quotes these 
words: “We hold that both Management 
and Labor are equally in need of the par- 
doning Grace of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and that religious agencies such as the 
Council and the Christian Church should 
seek to serve both Management and Labor 
alike. We hold that such actions as 
the recent appearance of Dr. Cameron 
Hall, one of the executive secretaries of 
the Federal Council, appearing as one of 
the key speakers at a CIO “Organizers 
Rally” at Concord, N. C., is harmful to 
the cause of the Christian Church and to 
the effective declaration of its spiritual 
mission.” 

O priceless anti-climax! O glorious in- 
consistency! O infamous double-talk! 

In paraphrase these (rational?) men say 
this: “We believe that labor should have 
the message of the gospel, but we hold 
that any messenger who brings them the 
message is not laboring in the best inter- 
est of the church.” 

Says St. Paul, “How 
without a preacher?” 

JOHN OLERT, JR. 
Fourth Street Church. 
Owensboro, Ky. 


shall they hear 


More Christ-like Church 


To the Editors: 

Dr. MacLean’s article, “Which Church 
Would Jesus Join?” opens under an im- 
possible and misleading question. Jesus 
would not join any church; for he is the 
head of the Church, and all Christians 
are members of him (Eph. 5:27, 28, 30). He 
would respect all denominations that were 
preaching his gospel and teaching men to 
observe his commandments. 

Jesus never pressed his disciples into 
one mould of uniformity; but recognized 
all who caught his spirit and served in his 
name. See Mark 9:38-40. His prayer that 
his people might be one certainly meant 
something more significant than belong- 
ing to one organization. Every human 
organization is forever falling apart by 
loss of members or by dissention; but 
the real Church of Christ is an inde- 
structible unit from which none are lost 
(John 17:11, 12). 


Our church, and others, can become 


more Christ-like by ceasing to emphasize 
denominational and other divisions within 
the Body of Christ, and by giving a glor- 
ious emphasis to the things the different 
denominations and divergent groups are 
alike teaching and doing in the name of 
Christ, and by magnifying the bond of 
love that holds us. 
I believe that, 
men 


for the most part, if 
of progressive bent could leave the 
brilliance of the superficial long enough 
to take a thoughtful look at what lies 
beneath the stresses of the day, and if 
the more conservative could ever come up 
to the surface and see the world they 
live in, they would forget their antago- 
nisms, and would find themselves one in 
Christ, even as he prayed for them to be. 
The public testimony of both Fundamen- 
talist and Modernist can too often be ex- 
pressed in the same words: “The other fel- 
low is wrong.” If we preach the love of 
Christ the Savior and the law of Christ 
the King, we will do the people a lot more 
good than by preaching about each other’s 
sins, 
N. P. FARRIOR. 

Pink Hill, N. C. 


Four Points 


To the Editors: 

“How Can Our Church Become a More 
Christ-like Church?” (OUTLOOK, Sept. 
8). 

1. The greatest need is that all church 
members should live their religion during 
the entire week, setting examples with 
their lives. 

2. Be constant in prayer, asking God to 
help you live as he would have you live 
and grateful for the many blessings re- 
ceived. Practice Grace at meal time, have 
family worship and form a habit and seek 
and find the truth from his holy Word. 

3. Take one night a month for visitation 
evangelism, seeking the unsaved and 
bringing them to Jesus; see the members 
who are not regular at church services; 
visit the bereaved. 

4. Never be a knocker, but a booster: 
(a) Be a handshaking church; (b) Be a 
tithing church; (c) Be a_ benevolent 
church. 

As Christians, we should want to do 
the above mentioned and our church 
would become more Christ-like and the 
feeling that Jesus is in our midst would 
be ever there. 

J. E. '(BDENS, Elder. 
Okolona, Miss. 


Church Needs Glorified Lord 


To the Editors: 

I have read with interest the 
by Dr. John A. MacLean. . 
at once and with 


article 
. Let me say 
emphasis that it is 
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thought-provoking; that it deals with 
problems now facing the world, and in 
particular the church, with courage and 
deep concern. We need this type of 
preaching from all over our church. The 
problems mentioned demand urgent solu- 
tion. Who is in a better position to do 
so than the church people? But I submit 
to Dr. MacLean, and all his readers that 
the question he has posed, “Which Church 
Would Jesus Join?” is poor. theology; 
therefore, it does not touch the heart of 
the problem as to how to make our church 
Christ-like. The editors’ suggesting 300- 
word-letters might help the cause along. 
It is poor theology because Christ is not 
coming in the flesh. If the impossible 
were to happen, he would be crucified or 
told what Dostoyevsky makes the Grand 
Inquisitor tell Jesus: “Why, then, hast 
Thou come to hinder us?” No, the church 
will never be Christ-like until she really 
believes in the glorified and living Lord, 
and stands before him with awe, love and 
service. The church needs her glorified 
Lord and not Jesus Christ in the flesh.... 
MICHAEL MAR YOSIP. 
First Church, 
Temple, Texas. 


Now Is the Time 


To the Editors: 

It is most gratifying to see our General 
Assembly taking a long view ahead in 
making provision for its various execu- 
tive committees. 

The Committee on Religious Education 
and Publication justly deserves our hearty 
co-operation in its attempt to raise a 
half-million dollars during the next few 
years. 

All thoughtful leaders of our church 
recognize the importance of this commit- 
tee’s work and are no doubt happy that it 
will now be able to do an advanced work 
in reaching the entire church group in 
Christian training. 

The goal of $500,000, in my opinion, is 
not beyond the ability of our church to 
give. In fact, I firmly believe that this 
sum could be raised this year. With over 
600,000 members in our various churches 
it would not be difficult for them to give 
at least a dollar each to this cause. This, 
as you can easily see, would carry the 
campaign way over the top. 

My sincere hope is that this may be 
accomplished NOW. 

DAVID WORTH ROBERTS. 
Westminster Church, 
Beaumont, Texas. 


‘Continuing Church’’ 


To the Editors: 

. . I feel that what you are offering 
in the 1947 “Going-To-College Handbook” 
is a timely acknowledgment of the stra- 
tegic importance of and a service to the 
college youth of our church that cannot 
be measured. I also feel that a similar 
service is being rendered each week 
through THE OUTLOOK to all our people 
who are looking for straightforward in- 
formation about the “larger parish” of 
Jesus Christ of which none of us can es- 
cape being a constructive or a retarding 
part. 

Keep the factual information flowing 
with righteous (though humble) courage 
even though some of it may not please 
palates conditioned only for convention 
and sentiment. I seem to recall that one 
of Jesus’ chief “failings” was doing just 
that. And in spite of all he said and did 
toward unity in him, there was a “con- 
tinuing (Jewish) church.” 

J. M. GREGORY. 
Corinth, Miss. 
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Georgia Synod Asks 
Repudiation of Hate 
Inciting Politicians 
Urges Presbyterians to Oppose 


Candidates Who Use Race Issue 


Gainesville, Ga. (RNS)—The Pres- 
byterian Synod of Georgia has asked its 
members to repudiate any candidate 
for political office who employs racial 
incitement as a campaign issue. 


The 103rd annual meeting here 
adopted, without dissent, a report of 
S. A. Cartledge, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Christian Relations, which 
said: 

“Our members oppose the election of 
any candidate who departs from the 
principles of our democratic tradi- 
tions and Christian relations with our 
brothers in black.” 


Jesus Christ Must Rule 


The report stated further, ‘‘We be- 
lieve it is our duty to try to make the 
teachings of the Word of God and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ rule in the affairs 
of men in every relationship of life to 
help make effective the petition of our 
Lord’s Prayer, ‘Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.’ ”’ 

The report also urged a strenuous 
Christian effort in solving problems 
under the capitalistic system on the 
basis of Christian principles. 

“We believe that abuses have de- 
veloped on both sides,’ it said, refer- 
ring to capital and labor, ‘‘and that they 
must be progressively eliminated so 
that it will not be necessary for our 
way of life to succumb under a tax from 
some other competing system.”’ 


Synod’s Men’s Leader Challenges 
To Community Responsibility 


In a mood of amiable complacency, 
the Synod of Georgia enjoyed a pleasant 
meeting at Gainesville September 8-10. 
Financial reports were good and the 
churches are prosperous. Benevolences 
were up 12% and additions on profes- 
sion of faith 40%. The Visitation Evan- 
gelism School held in Atlanta last Jan- 
uary is still the talk of the church. The 
synod’s failures caused little soul- 
searching. Additions on profession of 
faith were only four per cent of mem- 
bership, not the 10% asked by the As- 
sembly, The synod raised only 89% of 





BRAZOS PRESBYTERY 
UNANIMOUS FOR FEDERAL 
COUNCIL 


WESTERN UNION 
BRAZOS PRESBYTERY BY 


UNANIMOUS VOTE TODAY 
WENT ON RECORD AS EN- 
DORSING SOUTHERN PRES- 
BYTERIAN CHURCH STAYING 
IN FEDERAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES IN FALL MEET- 
ING HELD AT FIRST CHURCH, 
BRYAN, TEXAS. REV. ROBERT 
P. DOUGLASS, PASTOR OF 
HOUSTON’S THIRD PRESBY- 
TERIAN CHURCH, ELECTED 
MODERATOR. 

W. H. TIPTON, JR., PUBLIC 
RELATIONS OFFICER, 
BRAZOS PRESBYTERY. 

HOUSTON, TEXAS, 
SEPTEMBER 16. 


PRESENT STANDING 
Against For 
Congaree, 17-8 Transylvania, 20-1 
Texas-Mexican, 23-1 





Brazos, unanimous 








its five-year home missions emergency 
fund quota. 

Synod approved with neither en- 
thusiasm nor criticism the Program of 
Progress, the appeal of Wade H. Boggs 
for increased support of the church’s 
colleges, and all the other recommenda- 
tions presented to it. 


Only twice was there any evidence 
that the synod’s members read the 
newspapers. One was when §S. A. Cart- 
ledge presented his report (see RNS dis- 
patch above), and the other was at the 
popular meeting conducted by an in- 
creasingly effective synod’s men’s organ- 
ization. The retiring president, Brig. 
Gen. Joe Fraser said: ‘‘We must have 
the world for Christ, or we will have no 
world at all....A strong Christian 
spirit is needed in all of us to face the 
grave challenge that another war would 
present to our civilization, Never be- 
fore did we so need men of Christian 
responsibility in community life to 
take an uncompromising stand against 
wrong-doing.’”” Raymond C. Broach of 
Macon is the new president. 

Southwest Georgia Presbytery offered 
to synod all the assets of a proposed 
Presbyterian home for the aged at Quit- 


“Earliest Feasible” 
Approval of Reunion 


Asked by Ky. Synod 
Aggressive Steps in Cooperation 
Are Urged in Action at Centre 


Kentucky Synod’s Committee on Closer 
Cooperation presented a report at 
the recent meeting at Centre College, 
Danville, which included an overture to 
the General Assembly asking the early 
approval of the proposed Plan of Re- 
union with the USA _ Presbyterian 
Church and its submission to the pres- 
byteries for advice and consent. The 
synod adopted that recommendation and 
a series of others which call for teams 
of US-USA men to visit all the presby- 
teries to explain the plan; exploration 
of possibilities of holding US-USA sum- 
mer conferences for young people, joint 
work for students on college campuses, 
united action in evangelism, and a co- 
ordinated work in home missions, 


In addressing the General Assembly, 
the overture declares that “the interests 
of Presbyterianism in the ‘border synod’ 
of Kentucky make the reunion of these 
churches at the earliest feasible time to 
be especially urgent.’’ However, the 
synod said, since ‘‘this event cannot 
take place earlier than 1950, and... 
it might be delayed for a longer period, 
... that, while carrying out the actions 
of the two Assemblies to the end that 
members of the churches may be intelli- 
gently informed about the Plan of Re- 
union, there are several areas of work 
in the two synods and their respective 
presbyteries which should be carefully 
explored in a series of joint meetings 
of the several committees involved, with 
a view to devising ways and means of 
establishing closer relations and more 
effective work within the bounds of the 
two synods.” 


The US synod has a membership of 
22,000; the USA synod, 16,000. 
(Continued on next page.) 





man. A committee is studying that 
project while another committee is 
studying the possibility of reducing the 
number of presbyteries from seven to 
six, Jack G. Hand, Albany pastor, was 
named synod’s moderator, succeeding 
A. G. Harris. 


JOHN McMULLEN. 
Milledgeville. 
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Want Revision of Marriage Laws 


Other actions taken by the synod in- 
cluded: An overture to the State Legis- 
lature urging revision of the marriage 
laws; a message to the White House re- 
minding 
to recall 


the President of his promise 
his personal representative 
from the Vatican; approval of the now- 
forming Kentucky Council of Churches; 
erection of a sub-committee on Chris- 
tian Relations with Robt. W. Miles as 
chairman. 


Angus N. Gordon, retiring moderator, 
spoke directly of the issues before the 
church at the time, standing 
strongly for reunion and cooperation in 
the Federal Council and the Kentucky 
Council of Churches. ‘‘The greatest 
enemies of the church,” he concluded, 
“are not without—godless communism, 
political Romanism, organized and en- 
trenched vice, a pagan educational sys- 
tem—but within the church itself. We 
of the church must be converted! Faith 
opens the door to the saving grace of 
God in Christ.’”” John K, Johnson of 


present 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
Lexington’s Maxwell Street 
the new moderator. 


Dr. J. Farra Van 
surgeon, 


church, is 


Meter, Lexington 
now chairman of the Assem- 
bly’s Stewardship Advisory Council, pre- 
sented the objectives of the Program of 
Progress and a committee was set up to 
gear the synod immediately into the 
movement. 

The synod’s action regarding mar- 
riage laws calls for a three-day waiting 
period before issuance of licenses; the 
passage of six months or more after a 
judge’s decision in a divorce case before 
either party can re-marry. 


Home Missions Advance 


All home mission workers of the 
synod were presented, a strong move- 
ment in Guerrant Presbytery was noted, 
and a new effort by Charles A. Logan 
in a Lexington suburb was reported. 

After a report by Warren Gaw, 
port was pledged to Montreat. 


sup- 


The meeting, which was held jointly 
with the USA synod, heard in common 





The Church’s Setf-Degradation 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





HERE SEEMS to be no limit to 
‘i the church’s excursions in self- 
degradation. 

We have had previous occasion to re- 
the fulsome which a 
officiating at the funeral of a 
politician who was notorious for the 
violation of every norm of Christian 
charity, heaped on the memory of the 
departed. 
other, even more disquieting story. 


mark on praise 


minister, 


Now the papers bring us an- 


This time the politician was notorious 
not merely for exploiting every form of 
racial bigotry but for failing to observe 
the elementary standards of 
honesty in office. He had however built 
a church, though in a recent investiga- 
tion it became apparent that 
tion to the church was partly a screen 
for his shady financial transactions. 


most 


his devo- 


This outward devotion to the church 
seemed sufficient, despite his violation 
of almost every standard of Christian 
conduct, to prompt his local church to 
give his memory the most extravagant 
blessing. 

“He died a martyr,” 
officiating clergyman, 
principles of American 
He was a Moses for 
some Joshua would have 
“God would see to it,” 
eulogy continued, 
ciples of 


declared the 
‘to the true 
democracy.”’ 
whose 


‘ 


succession 
found, 
so the fulsome 
“that the great prin- 
righteousness with which he 
was possessed and which motivated his 
every desire and hope will continue.” 

The man thus ostensibly gathered 
into the company of the martyrs and 
saints ordinary mortal with 
neither virtues nor vices to distinguish 
him. His political life had been fre- 


to be 


was no 


quently 
only 


subject to investigation, and 
the disease which was to prove 
fatal saved him from losing his seat in 
the United States Senate after the most 
recent investigation. 


But the questionable honesty of his 
public career was less reprehensible 


than the political methods by which he 
maintained his power, These consisted 
primarily in arousing the racial preju- 
dices of economically frustrated classes 
and in posing as the champion of ‘‘white 
supremacy.” 

The general public, even when mak- 
ing no pretensions of any special Chris- 
tian virtues, had no illusions about this 
man. It remained for the church to 
plant a fake halo on his head and count 
him among the Christian martyrs 

It is difficult to know what can be 
done about such flagrant cases of re- 
ligious self-degradation. Perhaps the 
difficulty in America arises partly from 
our boasted congregational freedom. 
There is so little authority in most de- 
nominations over the local congregation 
or individual minister that each 
comes a law to itself and to himself. 

This lack of authority, however, is 
only part of our problem. Even with- 
out any obvious external discipline, a 
church with some sense of the meaning 
of the Christian Life, ought to be in- 
capable of this kind of truckling to 
prejudice. Whatever the virtues of the 
church as a leaven in society (and these 
virtues are great), it must not pretend 
to too great a perfection. For incidents 
such as these prove how deeply the 
church can be corrupted by the same 
sins which corrupt society.— (Copyright 
1947 by RNS.) 


be- 


SEPTEMBER 29, 1947 


meetings: K. J. Foreman, new professor 
at Louisville Seminary; John A. Mackay, 
prominent USA leader; Paul Poling (of 
the well-known Polings); C. Darby Ful- 
ton, and R. J. McMullen. Both synods 
voted to meet next year at Centre, again 
jointly, but much earlier—June 15. 
FRED P. TURNER. 


Bowling Green. 
COUNCIL 
the 


1. The Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America, formally 
organized in 1908, is the accredited 
agency through which 25 national de- 
nominations, comprising 142,354 local 
congregations with a total communi- 
cant membership of approximately 28,- 
000,000, cooperate in common tasks. 

2. The Council is a direct creation of 
the churches and is wholly responsible 
to them. Organized on a strictly repre- 
sentative basis, it is governed by approx- 
imately 400 delegated representatives, 
all named directly by the constituent 
denominations. 

3. The Council assists in the develop- 
ment of Christian cooperation in local 
communities and is fhe American link 
between the churches of this country 
and the World Council of Churches. 

4. With a $557,000 budget for 1947, 
it renders service through the follow- 
ing departments: 








Field Administration. 

Evangelism, which, for example, led 
in the following movements in 1945-46: 
(1) The Universal Week of Prayer; (2) 
Mission to Ministers; (3) National 
Christian Teaching Mission; (4) Uni- 
versity Christian Mission; (5) Preach- 
ing Missions in Army Camps and Naval 
Bases; (6) Missions in Relocation Cen- 
ters; (7) National Christian Missions; 
(8) One-Day Conferences on Evangel- 


ism; (9) E. Stanley Jones Missions; 
(10) American Christian Ashrams; 
(11) Chaplains’ Conference Retreats; 
(12) Visitation Evangelism; (13) 


World Communion Day; (14) Prepara- 
tion and distribution of such literature 
as: Fellowship of Prayer (308,000 
copies); America’s Prayer Minute; V-E 
and V-J Day Services, etc. 

National Religious Radio with 59 
ministers (in 1946) leading 1,158 serv- 
ices which stimulated 800,000 requests 
for radio sermons. 

Christian Social Relations, 
(1) Industrial Relations; 
and the Home. 

Prison Chaplains. 

Race Relations. 

International Justice and Goodwill 
plus the Commission on a Just and Du- 
rable Peace. 

Research and Education. 

Ecumenical Relations. 

Worship. 

Religion and Health. 

Women’s Cooperating Commission. 

Religious Work in the Canal Zone. 

Town and Country. 

Joint Committee on Religious Liberty. 

Commission on the Ministry. 

Army and Navy Chaplains. 

Washington “Listening Post.” 

Church World Service. 

Ministry to Returning Service Men 
and Women. 


including 
(2) Marriage 
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are joining in signing a burning challenge, calling— 
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Responsible leaders and rank-and-file members all over the church 


For a Greater Protestant Cooperation 


E, THE UNDERSIGNED MEMBERS of the Presby- 

terian Church in the United States, commit our- 

selves to work for a more effective Christian witness 
on the part of American Protestantism as made possible 
through our cooperative service in the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America. This we do in the full 
knowledge that there is no perfect human institution. 


In our sorely divided and discordant world we are driven 
to the conviction that our first duty as Christians is to 
make evident to the world our unity in Christ as some- 
thing far greater than our differences of interpretation. The 
difference between those to whom Jesus Christ is Lord and 
all others is far greater than any difference which can 
arise among his followers. 


We repudiate as a dangerous error the modern notion 
that our Presbyterian Church can make its way in isolation 
from our Christian brethren, or that we must require iden- 
tical belief within the Christian faith before we can join in 
united service to our nation, our world, and our Lord. 


For us it is unthinkable that we should not stand 
shoulder-to-shoulder with our fellow-Christians in the other 
great churches of America in this time of world crisis, or 
that by any failure to cooperate on our part we should 


make it more difficult to bear our witness to the oaeness 
of the Body of Christ. 


It is our conviction that this is not a time to do anything 
that would weaken the combined strength of this cooper- 
ative undertaking or to divide the forces of Protestant 
Christianity when an aggressive Romanism is on the march, 
and when atheistic Communism and secularism are under- 
mining the very foundations of all religion. 


We are united in believing that in this divided world the 
church must lead the way in understanding and Christian 
fellowship within its own family before it can consistently 
urge upon discordant nations the ideal of cooperation and 
goodwill. 


We, therefore, call upon our fellow-Presbyterians to hold 
high the banner of our historic Presbyterian spirit which 
involves the acknowledgment as brethren in Christ of all 
who profess faith in him, and the duty of laboring with 
them in Christian fellowship for the honor of Christ and 
the advancement of his kingdom. 


We believe in the far-reaching mission of the Federal 
Council of Churches, and we pledge ourselves to work to 
make it more effective in drawing men to the way of Christ 
and in leading our nation under his power. 





NOTE: A few of the hundreds 
of signatures which are being 
added to this statement are 
given here as indicative of the 
type of persons who are sup- 
porting the church’s continued 
membership in the Federal 
Council: 


ALABAMA 


Harry H. Bryan, Bessemer 
Sam Burney Hay, Auburn 

John W. McQueen, Birmingham 
Mrs. G. B. Thames, Mobile 

N. J. Warren, Selma 


APPALACHIA 


Walter I. Abernathy, Asheville 
Howell E. Adams, Asheville 
Albert N. Barnett, Asheville 
Irving W. Bingham, Asheville 
Dana B. Burns, Asheville 

J. W. Byers, Asheville 

H. K. Caskey, Asheville 
Maurice N. Coleman, Asheville 
Cc. Grier Davis, Asheville 
Robert E. Kell, Bristol 

Henry R. Mahler, Norton 
Henry J. Olive, Asheville 

L. B. Ordway, Asheville 

Geo. H. B. Terry, Asheville 
Geo. H. Wright, Asheville 


ARKANSAS 


Marion A. Boggs, Little Rock 
E. D. Rhodes, Helena 

Irvine H. Williams, Monticello 
Wm. H. Williams, Little Rock 


FLORIDA 


Cecil M. Brown, Williston 

Jas. H. Caligan, Miami 

Albert C. Holt, Jacksonville 

J. V. Johnson, Miami 

Albert J. Kissling, Jacksonville 
D. P. MeGeachy, Jr., Clearwater 


Geo, H. Ricks, Miami 
L. I. Stell, Tallahassee 


GEORGIA 


J. M. Alexander, Atlanta 
S. A. Cartledge, Decatur 
Felix B. Gear, Decatur 
Jas. E. Graham, Savannah 
E. D. Kerr, Decatur 

D. P. McGeachy, Decatur 
J. F. Merrin, Rockmart 
Stuart R. Oglesby, Atlanta 
J. McD. Richards, Decatur 
Legh R. Scott, Rome. 


KENTUCKY 


Frank H. Caldwell, Louisville 
Warren B. Gaw, Louisville 
Chas. H. Pratt, Louisville 
Fred P. Turner, Bowling Green 


LOUISIANA 


Warner DuBose, Jr., New Or- 
leans 

D. H. Edington, Jr., New Or- 
leans 

John s. Land, New Orleans 

John W. Melton, Baton Rouge 

J. M. Murchison, Crowley 

W. J. TeSelle, New Orleans 

Marion R. Wellford, New Or- 
leans 


MISSISSIPPI 
Tom B. Anderson, McComb 
Cc. E. Mount, Clarksdale 
T. Russell Nunan, Greenville 
Robt. F. Sloop, Starkville 
Robt. S. Woodson, Yazoo City 


MISSOURI 


F. W. A. Bosch, Springfield 
Roy C. Caraway, Kansas City 
W. Bryant Hall, Kansas City 


W. H. McCorkle, St. Louis 

B. A. Mellhany, Fulton 

Robt. L. McLeod, St. Joseph 
H. A. Murphy, St. Louis 

Geo. A. Naeter, Cape Girardeau 
Chas. M. Pratt, Columbia 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Wm. Crowe, Jr., Wilmington 

J. I. Knight, Rowland 

Walter L. Lingle, Davidson 

Mrs. J. W. McLaughlin, Raeford 

A. A. McLean, Lenoir 

Kelsey Regen, Durham 

Chas. G. Rose, Fayetteville 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter P. Sprunt, 
Wilmington 

J. M. Walker, Charlotte 

v. C. Williamson, Charlotte 


SNEDECOR MEMORIAL 


Moses E. James, Moderator of 
Synod 
Geneva E. James, Florence, S. C. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Frank P. Anderson, Charleston 

Malcolm P. Calhoun, York 

J.D. French, Newberry 

Bothwell Graham, Newberry 

J. W. Dickson, Anderson 

Oscar H. Doyle, Anderson 

Mrs. David R. Hopkins, New- 
berry 

John C, Johnson, Bishopville 

(Edward G. Lilly, Charleston 

E. L. Menees, Anderson 

Jas. Overholser, Greenwood 

M. C. Patterson, Greenville 

Frank Perrin, Union 

Kenneth G. Phifer, Rock Hill 

P. Frank Price, Florence 

Mrs. Jas M. Smith, Newberry 

J. S. Walkup, Belton 

Samuel S. Wiley, Anderson 


TENNESSEB 


Mrs. Henry C, Hibbs, Nashville 
J. Earle Hooks, Memphis 
Charles S. Ramsey, Lynnville 
Henry P. Mobley, Franklin 
Stuart R. Salmon, Pulaski 

John L. Wellford, Memphis 
Thomas Kay Young, Memphis 


TEXAS 


R. A. Farnsworth, Houston 

Shirley C. Guthrie, Kilgore 

Charles L. King, Houston 

P. D. Miller, San Antonio 

Harry M. Moffett, Austin 

San Antonio: The entire Session 
of the First Church 

David L Stitt, Austin 

B. O. Wood, San Angelo 


VIRGINIA 


Henry M. Brimm, Richmond 

Aubrey N. Brown, Richmond 

John S. Brown, South Boston 

Mrs. F. R. Crawford, Farmville 

Louise A. Davidson, Bethesda, 
Md. 

B. R. Lacy, Jr., Richmond 

Dunbar H. Ogden, Jr., Staunton 

Mrs. D. W. Richardson, Rich- 
mond 

Robt. L. Riddle, Baltimore 

John K. Roberts, Danville 

F. S. Boyster, Jr., Norfolk 

E. T. Thompson, Richmond 

W. Taliaferro Thompson, Rich- 
mond 

E. T. Wellford, Gloucester 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Andrew R. Bird, Jr., Hunting- 
ton 

Lloyd Courtney, Lewisburg 

D. T. Moore, Lewisburg 

Harmon B. Ramsey, Bluefield 
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Who Is Opposed to the 
Federal Council? 


Elizabeth Dilling 

William Dudley ‘‘Silver Shirts’’ Pelley 

Col. E. N. Sanctuary 

Gerald B. Winrod 

(All of these were indicted for sedition by Fed- 
eral Grand Juries; Pelley was sentenced to a 15- 
year term.) 

The Christian Beacon, a Fundamentalist organ of 
division and strife. 

The American Council of Churches, made up of 
Fundamentalists and Premillennialists (of which 
The Christian Beacon is the chief publication). 

The National Association of Evangelicals (another 
Fundamentalist and Premillennialist association 
which cannot get along with the American Council). 

The Communists. 

The Roman Catholic Hierarchy. 

Dispensationalists, whose belief about the Second 
Coming of Christ and whose view of this world make 
them unconcerned about its Christianization. 

Some Premillennialists, whose view of the life to 
come makes them relatively unconcerned about a 
better, more Christian, world here. 

Fundamentalists who are suspicious of their Chris- 
tian brethren and who find it difficult if not impos- 
sible to cooperate with those who are outside their 
particular fold; who are sharply critical of their 


fellow-ministers inside our church as well as outside. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


Old-time anti-labor industrialists who resent the 
coming of a greater democracy into the political or 
economic order. 

A good many misguided or misinformed people 
who have been influenced by information given them 


by some of the groups listed above. 


WITH WHICH OF THE GROUPS SHOWN ABOVE DO YOU WANT 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH TO BE IDENTIFIED? 





In Our Church, Who Is 
For the Council? 


Moderators of the General Assembly, 14-0. 

College Presidents, 15-2. 

Seminary and ATS Presidents, 5-0. 

Chairmen of General Assembly Committees, 16-0. 

Secretaries and Directors of Assembly Commit- 
tees and Agencies, 8-0. 

Present Moderators of Synods, 14-0. 

Presidents of Synods’ Men’s Councils, 12-2. 

Presidents of Synodical Auxiliaries, 9-1. 

Presidents of Synods’ Young People’s Fellow- 
ships, 8-0. 


THE TRUSTED, RESPONSIBLE, WELL-IN- 
FORMED LEADERSHIP OF THE CHURCH 
IS OVERWHELMINGLY IN FAVOR, 
101-5. 


(Among those responding to date) 


MORE THAN THESE— 


Every man or woman who has ever served on 
the Federal Council as a representative of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church, thereby coming to know 
it first-hand—there have been scores of them. 

Christian Observer. 

The Presbyterian Outlook. 


The overwhelming majority of our church’s min- 
isters. 

Thousands of earnest business men and industrial- 
ists who are seeking faithfully to bring their daily 
work under the full dominion of Christ. 

Tens of thousands of faithful elders and deacons 
who work tirelessly for a greater Protestant co- 
operation and a more united Christian witness in 


their communities and to the ends of the earth. 
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Leader of those favoring Protestant cooperation 
writes vividly on the subject of— 
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What the Federal Council Does 


By THOMAS KAY YOUNG* 


mary Interpretation of the Federal Council,’ because 

its every explanatory sentence is taken from official 
papers of the Council. It is presented purely as information 
because of the many misleading explanations being offered 
and the consequent needs of a clarifying picture of the 
presently operating institution. 

After three years of prayerful study a group of scholarly 
men representing Protestantism in our country organized 
in 1908 a simple federation, designed to demonstrate to the 
world that unity that surely exists, if we are the true Body 
of Christ. The entire body was then, and is now, made 
up of those who confess Jesus Christ as ‘Divine Lord and 
Savior.” The definite and good purpose in making no theo- 
logical declaration beyond the central truth of Christ’s 
sovereignty was that it was only a federation or council that 
was contemplated. Each Christian body affiliated would re- 
tain its own distinctive and definitive doctrines, while join- 
ing to champion those historic values, relationships and 
principles which are the common heritage of Protestant 
Christianity. Yea, and to protect our Protestant moral and 
spiritual influence against whatever menace should threaten 
them. Instances of the need of our existing unity and 
vigorous activity are obvious in the coarse secularism now 
degrading all phases of our life, and the “renewed effort on 
the part of Romanism in politics and in education,” as one 
of our most discerning scholars has expressed it. Within 
that nearly forty years other defiant and intrenched iniqui- 
ties have thwarted the progress of the Kingdom, and, as 
surely as the days come, we shall have other organized 
forms of deviltry with which we shall have to join battle 
with all our combined power of prayer and preaching and 
mutual help to conquer. 


‘ie BRIEF DEFINITION is called “An Authentic Sum- 


Southern Presbyterians Joined Early 


’ Our church soon joined this noble institution because it 
was a movement of our own closest brethren, working for 
the preservation of what we most cherish and exalt in our 
church witness: our individual sonship to God through faith 
in Jesus Christ as set out in his divine Word; our demo- 
cratic brotherhood that is tolerant and respectful of in- 
dividual liberty and conviction; our mutual responsibility 
for Christian justice in all our dealings and Christian 
stewardship with all our resources. 

With the passing of time a half-dozen tasks have be- 
come the central tasks of the Federal Council. The future 
may well bring to the fore other urgent problems de- 
manding the combined thought and effort of the co- 
operating churches. Anything recognized as a common task 
of Protestant Christianity should and probably shall receive 
its attention. From the beginning and today its largest 
and most involved enterprise is its evangelistic work. A 
really colossal service is being rendered throughout the land 
by missions directed by teams of noble preachers and 
teachers furnished by the department. A vast amount of 
broadcasting is made directly in the interest of challenging 
Surrender to Christ and a development of devotional habits 
for soul culture. Many of our local communities bear 





*Dr. Young is pastor of the Idlewild church, Memphis, 
Tenn. In 1945 he was moderator of the General Assem- 
bly. His service has been outstanding in many depart- 
ments of the church—on the foreign missions committee, 
on the committee on cooperation and union. He is chair- 
man of the church-wide committee on Protestant coopera- 


tion, made up of laymen and ministers in every presbytery 
and synod. 





DR. YOUNG: ‘‘The Federal Council can live 
without us better than we can live honorably 
without it.’’ 


grateful witness to the vitalizing of our own and our peo- 
ple’s hearts from these combined efforts. And they are in- 
spiring many cooperative efforts among denominational and 
other local groups in community evangelism. In this de- 
partment alone the Federal Council deserves to rank high 
among the group efforts of our time seeking to promote 
Christian brotherhood and community righteousness. And 
so vital is that feature it may be said that the entire or- 
ganization is evangelistic in spirit and practice. 

But, of course, there are other major features of the 
Council’s work. Closely related to evangelism is its radio 
service bringing more than 1,200 messages last year by the 
country’s leading saints and preachers whose messages were 
directed primarily toward the comfort and hope and courage 
of adults and children of every class, and race and creed. 
Those messages remain clear of the ordained public services 
of the churches, and they move in the broad pattern of 
common Protestant truth whose essential quality can be no 
better affirmed than that nearly a million copies of the writ- 
ten messages were sold or given to interested hearers. 

There is a Christian social relations department whose 
work is currently as a clearing house for denominational 


‘and independent groups seeking information for their con- 


stituency. That information is obtained through laboratory 
conferences held with a large variety of social institutions 
and covering many such questions as Social Protection, 
Juvenile Delinquency, National Social Welfare and Public 
Housing, and then there is a special Industrial Division 
which grapples honestly with the ethical features of that 
normally troubled side of our national life. As one would 
suspect, almost every idea and panacea is offered and every 
human interest is made a subject of scrutiny. These find- 
ings are transmitted to the Council whose executive com- 
mittee weighs and gives its judgment upon them. They are 
also made the subject of study and action at the biennial 
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conference of the Council, and that action becomes the au- 
thoritative position of the Council. 

But, interestingly enough, at no point does any action 
become the authentic declaration of any affiliated body until 
by its own official action it makes it so. Throughout the 
study and deliverances of the Federal Council, the findings 
are the judgment and advice of those who represent our 
churches. They have worked and formulated truth for our 
aid in handling the problems involved. But no super- 
church authority is imposed to curtail our freedom or en- 
force our approval. If, as often happens, the individual 
denomination or the individual minister refrains from set- 
ting in motion policies and patterns suggested, he is not ex- 
pelled or disciplined or even criticized. 

Yet another major department of the Council is that of 
Marriage and the Home. That department spent mine days 
in its last meeting in which special students of the Prot- 
estant world labored to find Christian answers and advice to 
cover the great majority of practical and dangerous prob- 
lems arising within those categories. Those findings have 
been sent over the land to local social organizations and 
church groups seeking intelligently to safeguard ¢ourtship, 
marriage, and family life. 

Still another focal department deals with Race Relations. 
It has advised a clinical approach to the question in each 
locality, and the development of Christian principles in the 
danger spots where tension estranges and threatens a peace- 
ful community status. It has urged business, labor, civic, 
social and public agencies to study their own problem and 
to cooperate heartily and determinedly to bring about a 
sound and worthy solution. It then recorded its own judg- 
ment that the Christian churches should practice non-segre- 
gation in race relations as the only defendable expression 
of Christian love and brotherhood. But here again, if 
any group, either as a matter of conscience or as an inex- 
pedient current measure, does not find it can go that far in 
demonstrating its Christian brotherhood to all races, it must 
assume its own responsibility and follow whatever practical 
measures it deems best for carrying into action the will of 
Christ. 


Concern for Economic Justice 


A second aspect of the racial question concerns itself 
with economic justice and there the Council’s department 
gives its energies to dissolve discriminatory principles in 
the employment of different creeds and colors and races. 
The findings of that study are sent to the larger denomi- 
nations, to civic and social organizations with a view to bet- 
ter clarification and stronger enforcement of the principle 
that the right to work is the right to live in our industrial 
society, and that state and national legislation is morally 
bound to support that right. 

Here again violent opposition has arisen. Indeed, from 
my information which may admittedly be partial, I have 
the conviction that these are the chief fears of hurt to our 
church and the primary reasons being urged for our with- 
drawal from the Federal Council as a heretical and dan- 
gerous group. If we recognize its limit of authority to that 
of advice, we are left to our own devices for a Christian 
handling of the races and the economic problems we con- 
front. And it should not make our consciences smart, but 
rather make us proud in the defense of our cure, if we have 
one which is more in line with Christ’s teaching. And this 
is no matter to be resolved and forgotten after a few pious 
resolutions. We face a living and continuing human problem 
which can be made safe and decent and harmonious only 
by application of Christ’s truth to it. And since tensions 
are constant and disgraceful violence is not uncommon, 
something of the urgency of a burning house attaches to it. 

Still another department is that of International Justice 
and Good Will. Its chief organ during the last few years 
has been the Commission on a Just and Durable Peace which 
has worked arduously to define the principles regarded es- 
sential to the establishment of a righteous world order. 

The underlying principles of that effort have been and 
are a development of the individual in spiritual life; his in- 
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tegration into the worldwide body of Christians; the pro- 
jection of Christian principles into the treaties of peace, 
and their expression .in the life of the United Nations. 
Surely nothing could be saner or more necessary as an ideal 
and a challenge to be made by a Christian body. 


A Single Question of Cooperation 


These are the major current business of the Federal 
Council. For the life of me, I cannot find danger or heresy 
or anything but the truth and idealism that a body of 
formally religious men would champion. If methods have 
been suggested which any section of the country or any de- 
nomination cannot immediately, or ever, adopt, it is in no 
danger of being branded for its reaction. And any man or 
group of men take a dangerously presumptive position who 
wish to undermine the confidence of the entire denomi- 
nation in this organization on that account. Surely 
Dr. Donald Richardson was right when he said the other 
day, “The question of our association with the Federal 
Council is not a question concerning loyalty or disloyalty 
to the historic Christian faith and way of life. In the 
last resort, it is simply a question concerning our willing- 
ness or unwillingness to cooperate with fellow-Christians 
of other denominations in a united stand and witness for 
those institutions, values and ideals which have come down 
to us with the faith of our fathers from the past. . . 
If we should be persuaded that it is proper to cooperate 
only with those whose convictions and statements are 
exactly the same as ours, then sound logic should compel us 
to set up a few new isolationist sects within the Southern 
Presbyterian Church.” 

This is a relationship to be determined by our Assembly 
action. Those who are sowing the church broadcast with 
hostile literature and misleading interpretations, who have 
thrown this question into the laps of presbyteries and local 
sessions, have occasioned conflict from which irreparable 
harm will be done to our church. If that strategy is their 
seasoned judgment and a true picture of their determination 
to have no part in general Protestant brotherhood and co- 
operation, then is the cleavage between them and the vast 
majority of our church both wider and deeper than any 
cleavage we can imagine to exist between that majority 
and the great Protestant family of our nation. Whatever 
our view, reached by sincere investigation from authentic 
sources, let us be much in prayer for our church which is 
in incalculably more danger than any hurt that could result 


from our continuing in or withdrawing from the Federal 
Council. 


It Can Live Better Than We Can 


We are only one-fiftieth part of that Council’s total body. 
{t can live without us better than we can live honorably 
without it. We have been in it. Then we became dis- 
sruntled and withdrew. Then we returned, and for a 
number of years every Assembly vote has indicated that an 
overwhelming majority want to remain. Are we to be the 
problem member of American Protestantism? Or is it to 
be supposed that a vast majority of our church will be 
pleased to remain apart, if by unwarranted pressure we 
should be voted out? Or will bitterness and cleavage and 
alienation be healed and forgotten “presto” by any vote that 
determines our formal status for a year? 

The battle is joined. But moral conflicts have rules. Even 
wars are remembered longer for their violation of the tra- 
ditions of sportsmanship than for the defeats at the hands 
of valorous rivals. Speaking as chairman of those who long 
and pray and work for an abiding fellowship with the Fed- 
eral Council, we shall refuse to respect even any of our 
group who ‘drive wedges” into our own church groups or 
otherwise advocate shyster methods to gain advantage. We 
hope those of the opposite persuasion will adhere to the 
Same manly ideas. Remember, we have to live together 
even after we unhorse and defeat each other as regards this 
decision. Let us all pray for the divine guidance touching 


our duty toward the rest of the Protestant brotherhood, 
and toward each other. 
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We Should Remain in the Council 


By J. McDOWELL RICHARDS* 





DR. RICHARDS: ‘‘Fairness requires that we recog- 
nize the substantial contributions of the Council... .’’ 


SW ISSUES have aroused greater difference of opinion 

in our church than the question of our denomination’s 

membership in the Federal Council of Churches. Men 
of equal sincerity and of high ability hold diametrically dif- 
ferent views concerning what is wise and right in this mat- 
ter. Whatever may be the final outcome of the present de- 
bate on the subject, it is essential that the discussion be car- 
ried on and concluded in a spirit of charity, of understand- 
ing, and of mutual esteem. If bitterness is allowed to grow 
and to remain in the minds of those who maintain posi- 
tions for or against the council, the results of the contro- 
versy will be most unfortunate for our church, regardless of 
any decision which is reached in the presbyteries and by the 
General Assembly. 


Presbyterians Are Cooperative 


With due respect for those who hold the opposite position, 
the writer is convinced that the Presbyterian Church, US, 
should remain a member of the Federal Council. Our peo- 
ple have always been active in cooperative movements with- 
in the Christian family. Almost uniformly we have been 
found in the leadership of local and state councils of 
churches. As a denomination we participate in the work 
of the Home Missions Council of North America, the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America, the International 
Council of Religious Education, and the United Stewardship 
Council. We are enthusiastic in our support of the World 
Council of Churches, an organization which owes a tre- 
mendous debt of gratitude to the Federal Council and which 
would hardly be alive today but for the help given during 
the war by the latter body. The churches of the United 


*Dr. Richards is one of the church’s two representatives 
on the executive committee of the Federal Council, and in 
1943 and 1944 he was vice-president of the council. 


States which hold membership in these bodies are, for the 
most part, the same churches which comprise the Federal 
Council of Churches. It would hardly seem to be the part 
of consistency for us to have taken our part in the life of all 
these cooperative agencies unless we intend now to with- 
draw from all—a step which no one in our church advo- 
cates at the present time. 

The Federal Council of Churches is at present the 
strongest cooperative Protestant organization in the world. 
Its one condition for membership is acceptance by the con- 
stituent churches of “Jesus Christ as their divine Lord and 
Savior’’—a phrase which the Council has itself defined as a 
clear declaration of the Deity of Christ. This is essentially 
the same requirement which we make for membership in 
our church. 


“Their Lives Commend the Gospel” 


The twenty-five churches which now hold membership in 
the Council represent points of view which are at variance 
with our own in many respects, but every one of them is 
recognized by us as being a part of ‘“‘the holy catholic (uni- 
versal) church.’”’ Although we differ sharply with doctrinal 
statements made by certain individual representatives of the 
churches, one cannot be associated with the group as a 
whole without knowing that it consists for the most part 
of men whose Christian faith and devotion are beyond 
question, and whose lives commend the gospel which they 
proclaim. The Council has no power to draw 2 common 
creed for the churches or to enact legislation or make pro- 
nouncements which are binding upon the denominations. 
It cannot go beyond the willingness of the churches to co- 
operate. In no respect does it infringe upon our full liberty 
as a denomination. 

Admittedly the Federal Council is a very imperfect organi- 
zation. It has made many mistakes and will make others. 
It is our right and duty to oppose what we believe to be its 
errors. At the same time, fairness requires that we recog- 
nize its many substantial and highly praiseworthy contri- 
outions to the life of Protestantism in America, and its great 
potentialities for future usefulness. . 


A Voice for Vital Christianity 


This is a day when theological liberalism is on the defen- 
sive and when historic Christian doctrines are being heard 
with an openness of mind which was almost unknown a 
generation ago. Surely it is a time when the voice of our 
denomination ought to be lifted within the councils of 
Christendom in behalf of the great truths for which we 
stand and which we believe to be vital for all Christians. 
In matters upon which we disagree with our brethren our 
position should be clearly stated and our vote should be cast 
as that of the “loyal opposition.’”” We may be sure that 
we shall be heard always with respect and that more often 
than not we shall find ourselves supported by a majority of 
our associates. In the many undertakings of the Council 
which we know to be right we should march shoulder-to- 
should with them. In the face of a divided and well-nigh 
desperate world, we should bear witness by our membership 
to the fact that, despite our differences, there is a tie that 
binds in Christian love the hearts of all those who accept 
Christ as Lord and Savior, and which can bring them to- 
gether in effective service for him. 





HRISTIANS -throughout the world are discovering 
C afresh that there is more in the Lord Jesus Christ 
to bind our hearts together than there is in all else 
to separate us. The Federal Council is, in many ways, our 
outward expression of this inner conviction.—DAVID L. 
STITT, President, Austin, Texas, Presbyterian Theological 
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Federal Council Balance Sheet — 


IF WE STAY IN— 


1. We continue to work in a 39-year-old organiza- 
tion with the old-line churches of America: 


Methodists 

Baptists 

Friends 

Evangelical and Reformed 

Episcopalians 

Disciples 

Presbyterians : 
United 
U.S. A. 

Congregational Christians and 15 more, with 
a total membership greater than 28,000,000 


2. We continue to share in determining policies 
and in making plans for such undertakings as: 


World-Wide Communion Day 
Improving Race Relations 

The National Christian Mission 
The University Christian Mission 
Overseas Relief and Reconstruction 
Seeking a Just and Durable Peace 


3. We have a chance to undergird, implement, or 
modify policies of our fellow-Christians. 


4. We can contribute to: 
World Order 
The Evangelization of America 
A strong Protestant front 
A greater spirit of unity among the world’s 
churches. 


5. We can make our influence felt in national and 
world issues, like: 
Opposing federal aid to parochial schools ; 
Justice and goodwill between the races; 
Religious liberty in mission lands 


IF WE WITHDRAW— 


1. We walk a lonely road—apart from our Chris- 
tian brethren. OR, we could join: 

(1) The American Council of Churches, a small, 
six-year-old organization, begun primarily to fight 
the Federal Council, and made up of Fundamen- 
talist and Premillennialist groups, including a 
number of schismatics. 

(2) The National Association of Evangelicals 
(five years old), another miniscule organization 
despised by the American Council because it will 
not join it in violent attacks upon the Federal 
Council. This Fundamentalist association is un- 
derstood to have as its largest denominational 
members the Pentecostal Holiness and Church of 
God groups. 

2. The Federal Council will go right on, while we 
shall have no opportunity to determine policies or to 
cooperate in its vast undertakings, in these nation- 
wide efforts, our contribution and our church’s 
gain will be: 


ZERO. 


3. We cannot join with our Christian brethren; 
we can only stand afar off and criticize; on major 
policies which will be followed by the great Chris- 
tian denominations of America, our influence will be: 


ZERO. 


4. In these cooperative undertakings, we can have 
a share in: 


NONE. 


5. When matters of far-reaching consequence are 
in the balance, our voice will register: 


NOT AT ALL. 


WHAT YOU SAY AND DO MAY HELP DECIDE WHETHER SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS . 


CONTINUE TO WORK WITH THEIR CHRISTIAN BRETHREN IN THE FEDERAL COUNCIL—OR NOT. 


WORK HARD FOR CHRISTIAN COOPERATION IN AMERICA! 





IN UNION IS STRENGTH 


ODAY WE REJOICE that our country is united. Al- 
_ though with separate states, yet one as we approach 
the problems of the world. Today can we—separate 
denominations, acknowledging the deity of Christ, and ac- 


cepting his atoning death and resurrection—fail to be 
united in one great federation under the leadership of our 
Lord as we face the world and the Prince of Darkness! 
In unfon is strength—MRS. JOHN J: EAGAN; Atlanta, Ga. 


LET THE CHURCH SET AN EXAMPLE 


UR CHURCH must maintain its membership in the 
O Federal Council because: It is one way to demonstrate 

to a doubting world that the church practices what 
it preaches. How can we expect the nations of the world 
to unite unless the church sets an example of Christian 
unity and cooperation with other denominations?—E. L. 
REPASS, Passenger Traffic Manager, N & W Railway; 
President, General Assembly's Men’s Council, Roanoke, Va. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Many of the harsh criticisms against Protestant cooperation 
are better understood when men understand something about the— 


Forces Attacking the Council 


By JOHN M. ALEXANDER* 


bedfellows. But opposition to Protestant cooperation 

in the Federal Council makes even stranger bedfellows. 

I have good friends, fair-minded, just as loyal to Christ 
and to his church as anyone can be, who are wondering 
what there is to 

these criticisms 

which are _ so 

widely circu- 

lated about the 

Federal Council. 

There are four 
main sources of 
opposition to the 
Council, and 
strange bedfel- 
lows they are: 
(1) The Com- 
. munists, (2) the 
Roman Catholic 
hierarchy, (3) 
The Chris tian 
Beacon, and (4) 
reactionary anti- 
labor indus- 
trialists. 

I am not sug- 
gesting that all 
these four groups 
are working to- 
gether. But they 
do have one pur- 
pose in common 
and that is the 

JOHN M. ALEXANDER breakdown of 
Protestant cooperation through the Federal Council. 

The Communists in America, as in all parts of the world, 
oppose religion. The fight between Catholicsm and 
Communism is much publicized in press and radio. 
The under-cover fight of the Communists on Protestant 


I IS AN OLD OBSERVATION that politics make strange 





‘ cooperation is not so well known. Get the pamphlet, 


Forces Disrupting the Churches, issued by the Federal 
Council, April 15, 1944, with a foreword by Bishop Henry 
St. George Tucker. (Federal Council, 297 Fourth Avenue, 
New York 10, N. Y.) 


Challenge to Hierarchy 


The Roman Catholics. The reason for their opposition 
is clear. The Federal Council is the only group that has 
effectively challenged the claims and purposes of the openly 
aggressive hierarchy. The Council challenged the demand 
of the South American archbishops that Protestant mission- 
aries be kept out of South America. The Council challenged 
the appointment of Myron Taylor as the President’s repre- 
sentative at the Vatican. The Council is now challenging 
the effort of the Catholics to get tax funds for their paro- 
chial schools. The following pamphlets issued by the Coun- 
cil are available: 


“Our Heritage of Religious Freedom.” 

“Federal Aid to Sectarian Education?” 

“If I Marry a Roman Catholic.” 

The Christian Beacon. This is the official paper of the 
American Council of Churches and the personal organ of 
its editor, the Rev. Carl McIntire. The American Council 

*Dr. Alexander is one of the church’s two members on 
the Federal Council’s executive committee. 


is not a council of denominations but of separate congre- 
gations and individuals. Editor McIntire is a member of 
the Bible Presbyterian Church, a small denomination of 
about 5,000, made up of the Pre-millennialist group which 
split off from the Machen group and re-wrote the West- 
minster Confession. The American Council evidently hopes 
that if the Federal Council is disrupted they will be able 
to gather up some of the pieces. 


Personality Above Profits 


Reactionary, anti-labor industrialists. This group objects 
strenuously to the position of the Federal Council that the 
church should put personality above profits. They object to 
the Council’s emphasis on the service motive over the profit 
motive. In this emphasis the Kiwanis and the Rotary Clubs 
join! Both clubs emphasize the Golden Rule in business 
and the primacy of the spiritual over the material. These 
opponents object to the Council’s appeal for cooperation 
between ownership, management and labor. They say that 
smacks of communism. They object to the Council’s say- 
ing that labor has the right to strike. They object to 
the Council’s appeal for a living wage. Economics, in their 
judgment, is an area in which the church is not concerned. 
They object to the effort to bring industry, agriculture and 
labor together to discuss the Christian bases of industrial 
accord. Their position is that the whole realm of economic 
life is one with which the church should have no concern 
and about which it should keep absolutely silent. This area, 
they insist, is theirs. Let the church preach the gospel, 
but not the gospel that Christ is the Lord of the economic 
life. 

Between some of the laymen in our church who are op- 
posing the Council and The Christian Beacon group there 
is a very definite tie-up. Much of their material comes from 
The Beacon. Their articles appear in it. They telegraph 
actions of our Assembly to The Beacon. In turn The Beacon 
is helping them to try to take the Southern Presbyterian 
Church out of the Federal Council. Do you Southern Pres- 
byterian laymen appreciate this organ of division of an- 
other church taking part in the affairs of our own demonmi- 
nation? Well, read this: 

The Beacon, June 5, page 1, writes, ‘“‘Let The Christian 
Beacon be your missionary. Will you join in the drive we 
have just anounced to increase the circulation to 50,000 a 
week, mainly among laymen? Will you make up your list 
of Christian laymen in your community and give some 


of your missionary money, your tithe money, to pay for 
subscriptions for them.” 


Bids for Disruption 


Again on June 12 The Beacon, emboldened by the action 
of our Assembly and encouraged by telegraphic reports from 
their sympathizers, showed their hand: ‘‘After this year of 
controversy throughout the South on this issue, there ought 
to be a substantial majority in the Southern General As- 
sembly for withdrawal from the Federal Council. In fact, 
if the church can be aroused by the laymen with the dac- 
trinal issue forefront, there will also be other developments 
in the Southern Church intended to purify that church, or 
to preserve a true church . ee 


Instead of following those who for various reasons want 


to disrupt Protestant cooperation, why not do some con- 


structive thinking? Why not consider how we can strengthen 
Protestant cooperation in America and in the world? Why 
not study what contribution Southern Presbyterians can 
make to that end? What a time in the world’s history to 
attempt to divide the forces of Protestantism! 
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We Support Protestant Cooperation! 


ROOTS OF DIVISION ARE DISGUISED 


BELIEVE in the Holy Catholic Church.’’ But its 

catholicity is obscured, almost completely to the world, 

by our divisions. These have their roots in human 
ignorance, nurtured by un-Christian intolerance and obsti- 
nacy disguised under nobler names. I think every effort at 
general cooperation which does not impose serious doctrinal 
jurisdiction ought to be encouraged and supported. The 
Federal Council is the outstanding effort at such cooper- 
ation in some fields, and a great symbol of unity. Excesses 
by it of jurisdiction or of zeal ought to be protested by any 
constituent body if they occur. I know of no occasion so 
serious as to warrant withdrawal, and think it inconsistent 
with Christ’s prayer for unity that we should withdraw.— 
SAMUEL H. SIBLEY, Marietta, Ga., 1934. 


PROTESTANTISM’S UNITED FRONT 


AM strongly in favor of our church remaining in the 

Federal Council, and thus cooperating with the other 

great Protestant denominations of America for the aa- 
vancement of the Kingdom. When we look at the forces 
arrayed against Protestantism in America, and when we look 
at the state of the world, it is urgent that Protestantism 
shovld present a united front.—WALTER L. LINGLE, 
Davidson, N. C., 1920. 


COOPERATE OR FORM NEW SECTS 


UMANLY SPEAKING, the survival of the Protestant 

Church as a controlling moral and spiritual influence 

in the modern world depends upon the willingness of 
the different Protestant groups to establish and to maintain 
a united front—against secularism on the one hand and 
against political Romanism on the other. The question con- 
fronting us is simply this: Will our civilization and culture 
of tomorrow be Roman Catholic or Communist or Chris 
tian? 

The Federal Council of Churches is the only considerable 
body which can express our united Protestant voice in this 
fateful hour in our history. The question of our association 
with it is not a question concerning loyalty or disloyalty 
to the historic Christian faith and way of life. In the last 
resort it is simply a question concerning our willingness or 
unwillingness to cooperate with fellow-Christians of other 
denominations in a united stand and witness for those insti- 
tutions, values, and ideals which have come down to us with 
the faith of our fathers from the past. If we should be per- 
suaded that it is proper to cooperate only with those whose 
convictions and statements are exactly the same as ours, then 
sound logic should compel us to set up a few new isolationist 
sects within the Southern Presbyterian Church.—DONALD 
W. RICHARDSON, Richmond, 1943. 





SECEDE? NO! MANY TIMES NO! 


HE FEDERAL COUNCIL of Churches is federal, not 
organic. Its deliverances are advisory, not manda- 
tory. Its constituent churches can participate or pro- 

test, but cannot themselves be coerced. Is it not better to 
stay in the Council with the right to help keep things right. 
than go outside and throw stones? It has been and will be 
a bulwark of united Protestantism against Roman Catholic 
politics. The Council speaks with a united Protestant voice 
against national evils and for an aggressive evangelism. 
Should the Southern Presbyterian Church secede? No! 
Many times no.—P. FRANK PRICE, Florence, S. C., 1936. 


WE SHOULD CONTINUE 


T IS MY CONVICTION we should continue as a member 
of that body. First, its conditions of membership con- 
tain affirmations of evangelical faith. This we can affirm 

without reservation. We are not accountable for any 
groups, or members of such groups, who must make reser- 
vations. The wide reaches of the Council’s purposes must 
allow some convergence on great common needs without 
forbidding divergence of doctrinal conviction. In union 
efforts for evangelization, or of attack on, or defense against, 
unrighteous and immoral crises, our churches of many 
faiths unite locally for the common defense without com- 
promise of the sound faith of any individual church. The 
Federal Council seems to operate along similar lines in a 
wider field——-EDWARD MACK, Orange, Va., 1939. 


PROTESTANTISM’S FUTURE 


HE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS must expect that 
the other 27,000,000 Protestants represented in the 
Federal Council will want to say and do things that 

we cannot always approve. However, as long as the Coun- 
cil remains loyal to the faith that Jesus Christ is Lord we 
should stay on the inside protesting actions we cannot ap- 
prove and encouraging efforts that are congenial to our 
belief and polity. The perils of withdrawing from this 
united Protestant effort are far greater than the perils of 
remaining within the Council. Our withdrawal would be 
a heavy blow to all those who believe that without an ever- 
increasing spiritual unity Protestantism is doomed to a de- 
creasing effectiveness in the life of our nation and world.— 
CHARLES L. KING, Houston, Texas, 1944. 


MOST EFFECTIVE FIGHTING FRONT 


HE ONLY SALVATION for our ONE WORLD is through 
Jesus Christ as the Divine Lord and Savior. The 
Evangelical Churches, which profess to believe this 
should present one front in combatting Godless Communism 
and like forces of evil. The Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America affords to our church the most effec- 
tive fighting front—-CHARLES G. ROSE, Fayetteville, N. C., 
1942. 


UNITED SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP 


HE FEDERAL COUNCIL furnishes us with our most 
T effective channel for Protestant cooperation § in 

America. I cannot believe that our denomination 
will at this crucial time in our national and international 
life isolate itself from her sister Protestant communions 
when we are obligated to exercise the strongest and most 
united spiritual leadership.—J. R. CUNNINGHAM, David- 
son, N. C., 1947. 


CHRISTIANS OUGHT TO COOPERATE 


O ME it is unthinkable that our Church should with- 
draw from the Federal Council of Churches. The 
Presbyterian Church has been noted for its ecumeni- 

city and its spirit of cooperation not only locally with dif- 
ferent denominations, but also in the World Council of 
Churches. In this day when the needy and disunited world 
is characterized by secularism and the consequent decline in 
moral standards, it would be tragic for the Presbyterian 
Church to become an isolationist church, and thus rob itself 
of the privilege and responsibility of bearing a united Prot- 
estant testimony. 











Chi 
me 
eac 
tiv’ 
the 
Say 
DI 


ing 


Int 
age 











SEPTEMBER 29, 1947 


If the various denominations of the Church of Jesus 
Christ, with whatever differences in interpretation and 
methods they have, cannot find it possible to cooperate with 
each other, there would seem to be little hope for an effec- 
tive United Nations organization, or for the realization of 
the ideal of ‘One World.’’ Followers of our Lord and 
Savior ought to be able to cooperate-——CHARLES E. 
DIEHL, Memphis, Tenn., 1941. 


VERY MUCH hope that the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States will remain a member of The Federal 
Council of Churches. In this way I think we are join- 
ing the forces of Protestantism unitedly against the evils 


In the case of those who attack the chief 
agency of Protestant cooperation in America 
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that are rampant in every phase of life. I believe this is 
the time when we need to show that our churches can work 
together in the great causes in which we have a common 
interest. I feel sure that the true Gospel for which our 
Church stands needs to be propagated and the Christ of 
the Cross held up to a world in sin. While churches may 
differ in some phases of their creeds, yet there is no rea- 
son why we cannot work together in the common causes.— 
FRANK C. BROWN, 1940. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—Dr. Summey’s and Dr. Green’s strong 
supporting statements were received too late to be included. 
Look for them next week. 


Dr. Cavert, Take the Stand! 


Question: Please give your name and present work. 

Answer: Samuel McCrea Cavert. I am a Presbyterian 
minister, the General Secretary of the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America. 

Q: This Federal Council of Churches? 
way? : 

A: It is a free association of 25 national denominations 
with a total membership of something more than 28,000,- 
000. It was begun in 1908 as the direct creation of the 
churches, when they officially ratified its Constitution, and 
it is made up of approximately 400 delegated representa- 
tives, all named directly by the constituent denominations. 
These representatives of the churches are the Federal Coun- 
cil. 

Q: What about the theology of the Council? 
any particular beliefs? 

A: Yes, indeed. It is a distinctly Christian and evan- 
gelical organization. Its Constitution requires that all the 
member-denominations share the basic faith in Jesus Christ 
as ‘‘Divine Lord and Savior.” The Council does not enter 
into details of doctrine since its function is practical rather 
than theoretical. It has no separate creed of its own, but 
stands firmly upon the great historic confessions of faith 
of the bodies which comprise it. If it were to set up an 
independent creedal statement, that would be too much like 
a super-church, rather than a council of churches. 


What is it any- 


Does it have 


The Council’s Objectives 


Q: Does the Council nave any specific objectives—any 
goals? 


A: Yes, there are four listed in the Constitution: 


(1) To express the fellowship and catholic unity of 
the Christian Church. 

(2) To bring the Christian bodies of America into 

united service for Christ and the world. 

To encourage devotional fellowship and mutual 

counsel concerning the spiritual life and religious 

activities of the churches. 

(4) To secure a larger combined influence for the 
churches in all matters affecting the moral and 
social conditions. of the people, so as to promote 
the application of the law of Christ in every re- 
lation of life. 


Q: Dr. Cavert, some of us have received mimeographed 
papers telling something of the activities of the Federal 
Council. Some of these are in the form of charges against 
the Council and are said to be based on the records of the 
Council. In fact, some of them were included in the pre- 
amble to the minority report of the standing committee on 
foreign relations presented to the 1947 Southern Presby- 
terian General Assembly, but were later stricken from the 
record by unanimous consent of the Assembly. Will you 
tell us something about these charges? 

A: I shall be very glad to discuss them and tell you what 
I can if you will indicate what they are. 


Twelve Charges 


Q: Well, here they are. It is charged that the. Federal 
Council advocates and favors these twelve items. . Some 
people think some of them are very good, some think they 


are very bad. What does the Fed 
about them? ederal Council have to say 


(1) Permanent F. E. P. C. legislation. 


(2) A non-segregated church - 
Bm and 7 non-segregated 


(3) Increase of minimum wage rates. 

(4) Full employment guaranteed by the government. 

(5) Labor’s right to strike and that the acknowledg- 
ment of this right has benefited both labor and the 
public. 

(6) Special planning and control of the credit and 
monetary systems and the economic processes for 
the common good. 

(7) Pacifism. 

(8) Socialized medicine. 

(9) Socialized insurance. 


(10) Planned parenthood. 
(11) Distribution of wealth by taxation. 


(12) The substitution of consumers’ cooperatives for 
the individual enterprise system. 


A: The first thing which strikes me about this list is that 
it.entirely overlooks the most important activities of the 
Council. It makes no reference whatever to the Council’s 
central task of developing the practice of cooperation among 
the churches—for example, its assistance in forming the 
600 local councils of churches in all parts of the country 
for coordinating Protestants efforts in the community. 
Again, the list fails to mention the Federal Council’s service 





OUR CHURCH MUST NOT FAIL 


HOUSE divided against itself cannot stand’’—this 
A remains true. Protestant Christians must stand 
together in the Federal Council because it is the 
only organization offering this opportunity and privi- 


lege. Only in this way can our Protestant Christians re- 
tain a leading influence in working for a Christian 
America. Our church must not fail. 


—D. T. MOORE, Greenbrier Military School, 
Lewisburg. W. Va. 


FOUR REASONS 


BELIEVE the Presbyterian Church, US, should re- 
main in the membership of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America because: (1) most of 
the criticisms of that organization which I have heard 
appear to me to be based on misinformation or misunder- 
standing or to pertain to matters of relatively small sig- 
nificance; (2) the unquestionably constructive and evan- 
gelical work of the Council overshadows in a towering 
way those activities or pronouncements which are most 
frequently attacked; (3) it is unthinkable that our 
church at this time should place itself in such a position 
of ecclesiastical isolation as would be.the case if we with- 
drew from the Council, and (4) the weakening or dis- 
solution of the Federal Council would bring comfort and 
satisfaction to both the Roman Catholic Hierarchy and 
organized Communism. 
—FRANK H. CALDWELL, President, Louis- 
ville Theological Seminary. 
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REPRESENTS AMERICAN PROTESTANTISM 


BELIEVE that our church should maintain its mem- 

] bership in the Federal Council because that is the 

group which best represents the large majority of 

Protestants in our nation. These are times when Chris- 

tians should speak with united voice on the tremendous 
issues of the day. 

—PAXTON M. (Mrs. F. 

Farmville, Va. 


R.) CRAWFORD, 


THE COUNCIL STANDS FOR CHRIST 


UR CHURCH must maintain its membership in the 
Federal Council because there is no valid reason 
for withdrawal. The Federal Council is for Christ, 

not against him. Our church is for Christ, not against 
him. The Federal Council is for the Christian way of 
life. Our church is for the Christian way of life. The 
whole world, including the U. S. A., is in dire need of 
Christ and the Christian way of life. TOGETHER we 
Christians can minister to the needs of the human family. 
Divided—pulling apart from the Body of Christ—our 
ministering will be so infinitesimal that it will be prac- 
tically ineffectual. Let’s not only let the Federal Council 
live. Let’s help it live! 


—VIRGINIA (Mrs. Donald W.) RICHARD- 
SON, President of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary of the Synod of Virginia. 











in evangelism—a serious oversight, since the Department 
of Evangelism is the largest department of the Council's 
work. Nevertheless, suppose we take up the items in your 
list one at a time in the order you have followed. 

Q: Very well, what about the FEPC legislation? 

A: The position of the Council is that “discrimination in 
employment because of race, creed or national origin is one 
of the great moral issues before our nation today.” (P. 116 
of the Giennial Report.) The Federal Council has not en- 
dorsed any specific bill to secure the removal of discrimi- 
nation in employment, but it has urged that ‘‘permanent 
procedures for securing the objectives which have been 
sought by the Committee on Fair Employment Practice” 
should be established. It is the Federal Council’s procedure 
in all matters of public policy to deal with the broad moral 
principles involved rather than to commit itself to the de- 
tails of specific legislation. 

Q: Then the Federal Council never has endorsed any 
FEPC bill? 

A: No; it has insisted that every man ought to have the 
economic opportunity to which his ability and his diligence 
entitle him, regardless of accident of birth, but it has never 
undertaken to define the legislative procedures by which 
this end can most wisely be achieved. 


Segregation Issue 


Q: Allright. Now what about this issue of segregation? 

A: The meeting of the Federal Council held in Columbus, 
Ohio, in March, 1946, said that it ‘‘renounces the pattern of 
segregation in race relations as unnecessary and undesir- 
able’ and affirmed its purpose to ‘‘work for a non-segre- 
gated church and a non-segregated society” (p. 124, Bien- 
nial Report). This statement is a single sentence out of a 
rather full analysis of present conditions, with particular 
reference to the practice of the churches themselves in such 
institutions as hospitals, schools and theological seminaries. 
What this statement doves it to set up a long-range goal for 
the church as a whole but to leave it to each church and 


‘each community to move toward this goal according to 


‘its own judgment. 
.one Southern Presbyterian congregation, 


| formal action of the Session this resolution: 


I understand that the elders in at least 
in attempting to 
application of this principal, adopted as a 
“This church 
has not encouraged and does not encourage Negroes to 
desert their own churches for membership or worship in 
this church. On the other hand, we do not close our doors 
or discriminate against or receive with aught but the spirit 
of Christian brotherhood any sincere worshipper who may 

The crucial point in the Federal Council’s 


make a practical 


; action is the judgment that the Christian Church again ac- 


; cepts as a goal 


“the practice of the early Christians in ac- 
cepting all racial groups into the same religious society on 
the basis of equality” (p. 126, Biennial Report). 


Q: Then it {s up to the local churches , 
about this matter? as to what they do 
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A: Yes, it is entirely up to them, as, in fact, all these 
questions are. The Federal Council has no authority over 
a local church or, for that matter, over any of its member 
denominations. The Council’s constitution is explicit on 
this point. . 

Q: I see. Now, let’s go on with the next question. What 
of this increase in minimum wage rates? 

A: The Council at its Columbus meeting in 1946 ex- 
pressed the judgment that “the current provision of 40 cents 
an hour or $16 for a 40-hour week in the Fair Labor 
Standards Act is wholly inadequate under the present costs 
of living” (p. 116, Biennial Report). This is not a pro- 
posal that the principle of the minimum wage be adopted, 
for this was done several years ago. The Council simply 
goes on record as believing that $16 a week is not sufficient 
to provide a decent standard of living under present inflated 
prices. 

Q: I see. Now tell us what the Federal Council has said 
or done about the guarantee of full employment by the 
government. 

A: The Federal Council has strongly urged that unem- 
ployment is a question to which Christians must give serjous 
attention, both as a matter of Christian social responsibility 
and also as a method of preventing the kind of conditions 
which produce social unrest, despair and Communism. At 
its meeting in Columbus the Federal Council declared that 
“the responsibility for assuring full employment, therefore, 
rests upon all people as members of management, organized 
labor, agricultural and consumer and other groups, and 
through their government” (p. 118, Biennial Report). It 
is to be noted, however, that this statement says nothing 
about full employment guaranteed by the government. It 
is erroneous to say that the Federal Council has asked 
that the government should guarantee full employment. 
The Columbus statement is very explicit in saying that the 
responsibility for full employment rests upon “all people as 
members of management, organized labor,” etc., not merely 
upon the government. 


Labor's Right to Strike 


: That puts it in a different light. I am glad to have 

—_ Pe contre about it. But what is this about labor’s 
to strike? 

~— The Federal Council said at Columbus that “we re- 
affirm labor’s right to strike and we recognize the long- 
term benefits which the acknowledgment of this right has 
brought both to labor and the public” (p. 116, Biennial Re- 
port). The statement, however, in the very next sentence, 
goes on to say that “‘we urge the moral obligation that rests 
upon labor and management to enter into and carry on 
collective bargaining in good faith, and to utilize fully such 
methods of settlement as conciliation, mediation and arbi- 
tration.” I find it difficult to understand why this statement 
should be called into question. The substance of it is a 
plank in both the Democratic and Republication party plat- 
forms. Surely the right to strike is a necessary part of 
our free enterprise system. It is’only in totalitarian coun- 
tries like Nazi Germany or Soviet Russia where the right 
to strike has been forbidden. Of course, as the Federal 
Council’s statement points out, the strike should be regarded 
only as a last resort. To deny entirely the right to strike, 
however, would undermine our free American economy. 

Q: Now, we come to the charge about ‘‘special planning 
and control of the credit and monetary systems and the 
economic processes for the common good’’? 

A: The reference to “special (sic) planning and control 
of the credit and monetary systems and the economic pro- 
cesses for the common good” is an inaccurate quotation 
from the Social Ideals of the Churches, issued in 1932. 


The accurate quotation would read "social planning,” etc. | 


It should be borne in mind that this statement was adopted 
when our country had been going through the worst depres- 
sion of its history and when business and industrial interests 
as well as the general public had been ealling upon our 
government to assist them in meeting the crisis. Perhaps 
the statement might be somewhat differently phrased if 
it were being written with reference to the situation in 
1947 instead of 1932, but the statement of principle could 
hardly be rejected on Christian grounds. Surely no one 
would contend that the economic processes of the nation 
should be permitted to run contrary to the common good. 
The Federal Council’s statement of 1932 does not, of course, 
call for a planned economy in any technical sense but simply 
insists that the economic processes, including credit and 
fiscal arrangements, must be judged upon the basis of minis- 
tering to the welfare of the people as a whole. 

Q: Now the pacifism question. Does the Federal Council 
espouse pacifism? 

A: The Federal Council does not espouse “pacifism.” 
Like the denominations which compose it, it is deeply in- 
terested in problems of international ;:ace and world order, 
but it has not taken the view that the Christian should 
never engage in war. It is difficult to see how the Federal 
Council’s position on this point can be misunderstood, for 
the work of the Council’s Commission on a Just and Durable 
Peace, under the chairmanship of John Foster Dulles, well 
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known Presbyterian lawyer and international expert, has 
been widely popularized during the past half-dozen years. 
Mr. Dulles has been such a trusted adviser of Secretary 
of State Marshall and of his predecessor, Secretary of State 
Byrnes, that it is unthinkable that the Federal Council’s 
Commission, of which he is the guiding spirit, should be 
pacifist. As a matter of fact, there is nothing in the record 
of the Federal Council which warrants the description of it 
as pacifist in the sense of refusing to recognize that oc- 
casions may arise when there is no escape from war. More- 
over, the Federal Council has been the body through which 
the Protestant denominations have been brought into a 
coordinated relationship in providing chaplains for the Army 
and Navy, having created the General Commission on Army 
and Navy Chaplains as long ago as 1917 and-.having sup- 
ported it ever since. This, of course, is something which 
no pacifist body could do. 

Q: Has the Council endorsed “socialized medicine’’? 

A: The Federal Council has not advocated “socialized 
medicine’’ as a governmental program. It has, of course, 
from time to time expressed its concern for adequate care 
for the health of all the people, but it has not endorsed 
any legislation in this field. 

Q: Now we come to what someone calls “socialized insur- 
ance.”” What is this about? 

A: When you ask about “socialized insurance” I pre- 
sume that you are referring to the statement in the Social 
Ideals of the Churches adopted in 1932 which advocates 
“social insurance against sickness, accident, want in old age 
and unemployment.” This was written fifteen years ago and 
since that time what the Federal Council then advocated has 
been very widely adopted. I would not suppose that any- 
body is advocating that these measures be repealed, but 
your question seems to indicate such a point of view. Com- 
pensation for accident and payments during periods of un- 
employment are common practice in many states of our 
nation and the social security system set up by the Federal 
Government is directed toward old age pensions on a con- 
tributory basis. So far as sickness is concerned, there are a 
good many projects of “‘social insurance” of a non-govern- 
metal character, such as the Associated Hospital Service of 
New York and similar enterprises. 

Q: I notice a statement about “planned parenthood.” 
Does the Federal Council have something to say about this 
question? 

: A: The Federal Council in 1931 authorized the publish- 
ing of a study made by the Committee on Marriage and the 
Home on “Moral Aspects of Birth Control,’ in which it was 
said that “a majority of the committee holds that the care- 
ful and restrained use of contraceptives by married people 
is valid and moral.” At the same time a minority of the 
committee expressed the view that it is necessary ‘‘to up- 
hold the standard of abstinence as the ideal, recognizing it 
as a counsel of perfection.” The study is a rather long 
and detailed one, printed in full in the annual report for 
1931, for the purpose of giving guidance to pastors in their 
relation to their own people. The Federal Council has never 
i ig on propaganda for birth control or planned parent- 


Q: Here is something about the “distrib 
by taxation.” Tell us about that one. en 
A: I do not know whether I can answer it until those 
who make the charges explain more precisely what they 
have in mind. Of course, the graduated income tax, which 
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CO-LABORERS WITH CHRIST 


S WE ARE co-laborers with Christ, so we Prot- 

estant Christians must be co-laborers together in 

the bringing in of his kingdom. The Federal Coun- 
cil is the only organization of its kind giving us an op- 
portunity of working together, therefore, we should sup- 
port its efforts. : 


—LOUISE A. DAVIDSON, Bethesda, Md. 


STRONG MAJORITY NEEDS SUPPORT 


UR CHURCH should remain in the Federal Council. 
O Separation from the great body of evungelical 

Christians at this critical time might prove to be a 
fatal blow to Protestant unity in America for a gen- 
eration. The strong majority in the Council who share 
our conviction need support. Religious isolationism is 
not the answer. 

—MARION A. BOGGS, 
Member of the Federal Council from 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 





| Little Rock, Ark. 











STANDS FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 


() UR CHURCH must maintain its membership in the 
Federal Council because the Federal Council is 

not what it should be, then that is reason enough 
why our church should remain in it. Ministers do not 
Stop preaching because men continue to sin! The Fed- 
eral Council stands for Christian unity. If the churches 


fail in their efforts for unity, the world will never wit- 
ness it. 


—MOSES E. JAMES, Florence, S. C., Mod- 
erator of Snedecor Memorial Synod. 


HOUR OF CRISIS 


HE HOUR OF CRISIS is upon us. Christ’s church 

alone can meet man’s needs. Dare we then permit 

differences to prevent Protestants from united 
action? The Federal Council, while not claiming per- 
fection, provides the best present channel to focus our 
power upon issues we cannot solve separately. 


—HELEN (Mrs. E. F.) HORINE, Brooks, 
Ky. 











has been the main foundation of Federal taxation for a long 
time, has the effect of redistributing wealth since it re- 
quires those of larger wealth to contribute a larger percen- 
tage of their income than those of lesser means. The Fed- 
eral Council has never opposed the use of the graduated 
income tax and I had supposed that this was a matter which 
was no longer subject to debate. If they mean to ask 
whether the Federal Council has ever urged that there 
should be a deliberate redistribution of wealth by taxation 
directly designed by the purpose, the answer is no. 

Q: Number 12 says the Federal Council wants to sub- 
stitute consumers’ cooperatives for the individual enter- 
prise system. Is that true? 

A: No; the Federal Council has never advocated the 
elimination of private enterprise. The Council has carried 
on an educational program as to the social significance 
of consumers’ cooperatives. It has not undertaken to or- 
ganize cooperatives. It has not urged that cooperatives be 
tax-exempt. It has, in its educational materials, pointed out ° 
how citizens, by organizing cooperatives, can both effect 
economies and gain valuable experience in dealing effec- 
tively with some of their own economic problems. This is 
being done, of course, within the framework of our Ameri- 
can system of free enterprise. When a group of indi- 
viduals combine their resources to operate a commercial 
project, this is still private ownership. It may be, in part 
at least, an alternative to the socialistic process of vest- 
ing owership in the state. 


Why Is the Council Needed Today? 


Now, Dr. Cavert, you have been very patient in an- 
swering these questions. You have cleared up a vast amount 
of misinformation and we are grateful to you for doing this. 
Before you step down, will you be kind enough to tell us in a 
few words why you think the Federal Council is needed to- 
day—why the churches need to stand together at this par- 
ticular time? 

A: The main reason, as I see it, why the churches should 
stand together is because they belong together, spiritually. 
Our Lord’s prayer for his people is, ‘“‘That they all may be 
one” (John 17). This may not require church union, but it 
surely does require the practice of fellowship and cooper- 
ation. 

A second reason why the churches should stand together 
is that the tasks which confront Christianity today are too 
great for any church to accomplish alone. In the interest 
of practical effectiveness in our Lord’s work, the churches 
must help each other and unite their efforts in all tasks 
which they recognize as common. They can do so in many 
matters even if there are some other matters on which they 
differ. 

A third reason is that we must have a common Protestant 
front for the defense of Protestant principles in this hour 
when they are under sharp attack. Take, as a single illus- 
tration, the current effort to break down the separation of 
Church and State by securing public funds for parochial 
schools. We shall be successful in dealing with such issues 
only as we work together through some instrument of united . 
action like the Federal Council. 

Moreover, we are today on the threshold of a great exten- 
sion of cooperation in the World Council of Churches, whose 
first assembly is to be held next summer. To maintain and 
strengthen our own cooperation in America through the 
Federal Council is a basic essential in playing our part in 
the new world-wide cooperation. —~ 
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EDITORIAL 


Our Church’s Agencies 
And the Federal Council 

How greatly would the _ efficient 
agencies and committees of our church 
be handicapped without the service of 
the Federal Council? Far more seri- 
ously than most members of the church 
would imagine. Look at a very few 
illustrations of the tremendous service 
which the Council is rendering in this 
one particular, 

1. Foreign Missions. (1) The Coun- 
cil’s protest against the declaration of 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy in 1942 
is generally regarded as the main factor 
in effective public support for the Prot- 
estant position. (2) With the Foreign 
Missions Conference, the Council drew 
up a statement on religious liberty 
which has been reprinted and circulated 
across the world (our own Nashville 
committee distributed it throughout the 
church). (3) The Council and the 
FMCNA created Church World Service 
to coordinate all Protestant relief ac- 
tivities and to provide the point of con- 
tact between American Protestantism 
and the World Council and the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council. (4) The 
first civilian delegation to go to Japan 
after the war was sent by the Federal 
Council, jointly with missionary bodies, 
accomplishing a great service for Prot- 





estant missions. Etc., etc. 

2. Home Missions. (1) There is the 
closest possible tie between the national 
Home Missions Council and the Fed- 
eral Council. (2) Both participate in 
the Washington office. From this office 
weekly information is sent telling about 
important developments, (3) When it 
was necessary to protest against the 
policy of the Indian Bureau in the De- 
partment of the Interior in appropriat- 
ing government funds for Roman Cath- 
olic mission schools among the Ameri- 
can Indians, it was the Federal Council 
which knew what to do and took the 
necessary steps. (4) The Federal Coun- 
cil provides half the budget for the 
Committee on Town and Country. 

3. Chaplains. (1) The General Com- 
mission on Army and Navy Chaplains, 
which is the indispensable instrument 
for securing a cooperative approach by 
the Protestant denominations to the 
‘War and Navy Departments in all mat- 
ters affecting chaplains in the armed 
forces, was originally created by the 
Federal Council at the time of World 
War I. The Council has supported it 
ever since, underwriting its budget and 
in some years assuming its deficits. (2) 
During the last war its service vastly 
increased, doing many things which no 
single denomination could have done. 
(3) Now the Veterans’ Administration 
is a highly important responsibility of 
the Council. (4) The Federal Council, 
at the request of the General Commis- 
sion, holds title to the Commission’s 
newly-acquired building in Washington 
which is a memorial to chaplains who 
lost their lives in the last war. 

4. Negro Work. With four Negro de- 
nominations as members of the Council, 
there is provided the most important 
Protestant channel for fellowship and 
cooperation between white and Negro 
churches. 


5. Evangelism. This department has 
the largest budget and the largest staff 
in the Council, Its budget for 1947 is 
$59,000, all of which is devoted to 
strengthening and coordinating the 
evangelistic work of the _ churches. 
Among many important activities in 
which Southern Presbyterian evangel- 
istic agencies cooperate are: (1) The 
University Christian Mission where 
evangelistic meetings are sponsored 
chiefly at state-supported institutions. 
(2) The National Christian Teaching 
Mission carried on jointly with the In- 
ternational Council of Religious Edu- 
cation, helping Sunday school teachers 
to be more effective in their evangel- 
istic work and especially in reaching 
children and youth outside the church. 
(3) Missions to Ministers with 33 of 
them held last year in all parts of the 
country. (4) Visitation Evangelism. 
The present high degree of interest in 
this field now observed in our church 
was noted first in Federal Council- 
sponsored _ efforts. Our flame was 
kindled from the Council’s fire. 

But time and space fail us to tell of 
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the far-flung work of the Council in 
strengthening and undergirding a dozen 
more highly-important services of our 
church’s agencies and committees 
through such departments as Christian 
Social Relations (including Industria] 
and Economic, Marriage and the Home, 
World Peace), Women’s Work, Radio, 
The Ministry, Pastoral Service, Over- 
seas Relief and Rehabilitation, Worship, 
Research and Education, Returning 
Service Men, Religion and Health, 
Ministry to Older People, and others. 
Some of these days, if the full story 
of the contribution of the Federal Coun- 
cil to the life and growth of the churches 
of this nation could be told, we suspect 
that one church after another would be 
setting aside special days of thanksgiy- 
ing for this great agency; and some- 
thing else: they would be putting the 
Council in their budgets for generous 
amounts in order to effect an even 
greater service for the Kingdom of God. 


Watch These Charges 


What the underlying motives may be 
in the widespread and vigorous attack 
by some men on the Federal Council 
during the past year we are not here 
to say, but those who receive their in- 
temperate charges against the Coun- 
cil will have to be on guard. 

One man (citing the page in the 
Biennial Report) says the Council at 
its meeting in Seattle last December de- 
clared: “If we really believed in the 
Brotherhood of Man, it would not be 
necessary to pass a Fair Employment 
Practices Act. If certain interests were 
not so greedy for gold, there would be 
less pressure and lobbying to induce the 
Congress to allow the Price Control Act 
to expire, or to keep down minimum 
wages, or to permit further concentra- 
tion of economic power. A truly re- 
ligious fervor among our people would 
go a long way toward obtaining a na- 
tional health program, a national hous- 
ing program, a national education pro- 
gram, and an extended and improved 
social security program.” 


That quotation has been broadcast 
by this man as one which ‘“‘the Fed- 


eral Council has committed the South- ° 


ern Presbyterian Church to,” when, as 
a matter of fact, no one connected with 
the Council said it. Who did say it? 
Why, the President of the United States, 
Mr. Truman, at the meeting in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, in 1946. Is it wild-eyed, 
radical, or communistic? If so, then 
charge it to the President of the United 
States, not the Federal Council. 


Again, the same man rises in fury and 
charges that the Federal Council ‘‘in 
one of its departmental conferences” 
advocated interracial marriages in a 
certain issue of Information Service. 
That can be categorically denied. The 
columns of any publication report all 
kinds of interesting, insignificant or un- 


usual items of news, sometimes because . 


they are so far off the beaten track. 
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This was a report of an organization 
which has absolutely no connection with 
the Federal Council. The conference 
which mentioned such possibilities was 
made up of undelegated individuals for 
whom the Council had or has absolutely 
no responsibility. 

Others, with this critic, look at the 
Federal Council and charge pacifism 


-and they quote official sounding refer- 


ences. They tell you that the Intelli- 
gence Department of the U. S. Navy de- 
clared the Council to be pacifistic. What 
are the facts? 

The quotation is lifted from ‘‘an ex- 
tension of remarks” of Congressman 
Maury Maverick of Texas in which he 
criticized the U. S. Navy for allowing 
the Intelligence Department to be “in 
fact an espionage service.” The Con- 
gressman reinforced his criticism by 
calling attention to a memorandum 
signed by an officer of the Intelligence 
Department which, in a so-called “sur- 
vey of Communist activities’ called the 
Federal council ‘‘a large, radical, pacifist 
organization.” Congressman Maverick 
held up this sort of behavior as ‘‘a 
secret incitement to disorder and do- 
mestic disturbance,” and as “indirect 
persecution.” He urged that there be 
a Congressional investigation—not of 
the Federal Council—but of the Intelli- 
gence Department, and he pointed with 
devastating aim to items in the mili- 
tary structure which, he thought, should 
be known to the nation at large. 

Well, the list of such mis-used quota- 
tions, perverted testimonies with high- 
sounding documentation, references to 
page and number (stopping just short 
of crucial words or phrases)—all these, 
and more cause men to wonder what 
would be the result if each charge 
were frankly met and answered, as an- 
swered they can be, to the satisfaction 
of any fair-minded Christian. Would 
these shrewd and calculating opponents 
of the Council then be convinced? We 
have our doubts. They would keep dig- 
ging until they had other charges placed 
in new contexts which, to their own 
satisfaction, would justify their refusal 
to cooperate with their Christian breth- 
ren. 


If in instances such as we have noted 
they appeal to similar motives and dis- 
tort words to prove their points how can 
they expect men to have confidence in 
their judgment or their appeals in the 
rest of their claims? 


* * * 


Come, come, our Christian brethren; 
put up your peashooters and quit snip- 
ing at those who love and seek to serve 
the Lord Jesus Christ with all the pas- 


sion of their souls. Stop diluting the 
witness of our Christian forces. Join 
with Christian love and confidence to 
get the big job done which lies at our 
door. Let an unbelieving world find 
its way, without man-made stumbling- 
blocks, to the foot of a Cross where 
alone peace may be known. 
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How Would 


Even if the worst should come, some 
people say, would it really affect our 
church greatly if we were to withdraw 
from the Federal Council? Couldn’t we 
keep right on doing our job? My an- 
swer is that I am not sure we could. 

1. For one thing, the shame of our 
inability to work with our brethren 
would be an open scandal. Such a wit- 
ness does not testify to our unity in 
Christ; it cuts the nerve of sincere evan- 
gelistic purpose; it does not make an 
unbelieving world believe in him. 

2. The church’s gospel of reconcilia- 
tion would be cancelled out. Such dis- 
unity as we would advertise would not 
aid world unity. As Ralph W. Sock- 
man puts it, ‘“‘Now is the time for the 
family of God to set an example for the 
family of nations. If we who call God 
Father cannot sit down in common 
council to plan cooperative action, is it 
surprising that governments which deny 
God hold aloof from the United Na- 
tions.”’ 

3. There are a good many things we 
simply could not do alone: War Relief, 
for example, which is set up under aus- 
pices sponsored by the Federal Council; 
our chaplains agency, and work in the 
training camps during the war and now 
—under the supervision of a Federal 
Council agency; a nationwide effort in 
evangelism, constantly at work, now on 
the great college and university cam- 
puses—under the Federal Council. 
These, and many more, we could not 
even attempt to start by ourselves. We 
should be pretty clear about what Chris- 
tian services we are declining to render 
to our nation if we should be so unwise 
as to withdraw from the Federal Coun- 
cil. 

4. The spirit which determines this 
issue—whether we vote for cooperation 
or for isolation—will determine the 
spirit of our church. What reputation 
do we want? Do we care whether in 
the sight of men, and more particularly 
in the sight of God, we have a reputa- 
tion for working effectively with our 
fellowmen? Personally, I have no am- 
bition for our church to be a “Russia’”’ 
among the churches. 

5. Our decision has a tremendous 
effect on the sort of young people we 
train—and [ think this concerns me 
most of all. It has much to do with the 
type of young men who are challenged 
to enter the ministry—whether we can 
enlist men who can recognize the big 
issues of our time and can get a whole 
world in their vision. This is highly 
significant because able young men, par- 
ticularly those who saw something of 
the war and realized the imperative of 
Protestant cooperation, have little sym- 
pathy with a church that will not work 
with its brethren in meeting the main 
issues of the times. 

6. Just as important, it seems to me, 


It Affect Us 


would be our testimony to the world 
that we are not greatly troubled about 
the matters of first importance in our 
time; that we dissipate the church’s re- 
sources and energies on secondary 
struggles, Is this not the tragedy of 
our present conflict: That something 
that should be taken for granted—our 
work with our brethren—should be so 
bitterly opposed and should absorb time, 
money and energies which are urgently 
needed in a world that is ablaze, Our 
Assembly’s moderator, Dr. Cunningham, 
points out to us these chief demands 
upon the church now: World Evangel- 
ism, World Missions and World Peace. 
Everyone of these, he says, calls upon 
us for far more than we are doing, and 
everyone of them demands that we work 
with our fellow-Christians in accom- 
plishing them. Here we face tremen- 
dous challenges to undergird world 
order, to minister to the needs of suffer- 
ing humanity, to challenge the threat 
of secularism and materialism, and we 
have no time, and we cannot afford to 
squander our resources, to magnify a 
disunity which ought to have been over- 
come nearly 2,000 years ago when a 
Man looked down from a Cross to draw 
a world unto himself. 

This, then, concerns you—every 
member of our church, It is of more 
than passing importance to us as South- 
ern Presbyterians that we keep in the 
main stream of Protestant cooperation 
in our stressful times. 

Paul Tudor Jones puts his finger on 
the malady when he says, ‘‘We are face 
to face with an old strategy of the devil. 
His technique through the centuries has 
been that of divide and conquer. If he 
can bring dissention, division and fight- 
ing into the ranks of the armies of the 
Lord, then his forces, the power of evil, 
of unbelief, of darkness and death will 
conquer the world.” As someone else 
has expressed it, ‘‘Every day a thousand 
prayers are made in hell: That they 
may remain divided, that the world may 
disbelieve.” 

That brings the issue to your door- 
step. It makes a difference—a tremen- 
dous difference—whether we continue 
to work with our Christian brothers in 
the Federal Council or not. More and 
more of our people see the issue clearly 
—as that Memphis woman put it: “It 
seems to me that the world is on fire,” 
she said, ‘‘and I am not greatly con- 
cerned about the cut or the color of the 
uniforms which the fireman have who 
are trying to put out the fire.’ 

It makes a difference to us as indi- 
vidual Christians; it makes a difference 
to our church now and for years to 
come; so far as our influence reaches, it 
makes a difference to our world; but 
most of all, it makes a difference to 
Christ, 


—AUBREY N. BROWN. 
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The General Assembly has issued a 

challenge to all the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. 
It has recognized our obligation to intensify 
and extend our program of religious education through the entire Southland. In arder to help do 
this it has been suggested that the Executive Committee of Religious Education and Publication 
raise $500,000 within a period of five years, over and above Rally Day offerings. While the 
recommendations of the Re-Study Committee have not been completed, they do point to a need 
for an enlarged program which will call for additional expenditures. The fact that there is an 
opportunity and a challenge is apparent even to the most casual observer. We shall mention 
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only a few areas in which this need is forcibly brought to our attention. 


ae ceeds 


ARE GREAT 


1. Approximately forty million persons live in our area and a 
large proportion of them are unchurched. 


2. We have a larger percentage of youth in the southeastern 
section than in any other part of our country. We have the high- 
est birth rates, and the South is often called the seedbed of the 
nation. Our opportunities for service to children and young 


people are increasing rather than decreasing. 


3. The growing industrialism in this area brings new opportuni- 
ties. As yet our denomination is far from meeting the needs in 
industrial communities. 


4. Statistics from the Federal Bureau of Investigation show clear- 
ly that juvenile delinquency rates and the incidence of adult 
crime are higher in our southern states than the average of the 
country as a whole. 


5. There are approximately 80,000 offices in our church organi- 
zations which must be kept filled either by election or appoint- 
ment. To give them additional helps, which they are asking the 
Committee to do, calls for a much larger expenditure of funds. 


6. Most of our churches use our own materials, but there is cer- 
tainly a need to guide our leaders in such a way that they wil 
make further use of our excellent supplementary materials. 


7. The new program which calls for 250 new chapels each year 
for the next five years is a real challenge to the churches and 
to the Executive Committee. To meet this need will require on 
additional financial outlay. 


OUR 


Ml 
ViLOwage 


We believe that the Presbyterian Church has a message which 
exerts a stabilizing influence among self-governing peoples. |! 
is not an accident that the principles of Presbyterian polity have 
been embraced by many nations as they attempt to throw of 
the shackles of despotism. If we believe that our message and 
doctrine are worth proclaiming, we should be eternally vigilant 
in our efforts to carry them to the unchurched in our Southland. 
To intensify our efforts will require additional funds. 
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the of Religious Education and Publication to proceed at once on its 
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need in the communities for which we have the responsibility. This 
is an }'@ have done a big job in the past with inadequate quarters can be done and will be done. It will take work and sympathetic 
nd with limited financial resources. The creative accomplish- understanding. The Committee on Re-Study sincerely hopes 
nts of our Committee and the staff which works under its lead- that the entire membership will give its enthusiastic support to 
ip compare most favorably with those of any denomination. the Executive Committee in this campaign. 
opportunities for service are greater now than ever. The LET'S GO FORWARD! 


Ip do fer's call is for our most earnest efforts in the name of our Lord and 
ation Go A Saviour. The General Assembly has requested the Committee 


campaign to raise the funds so as to help meet the growing need 
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How does the Federal Council speak? 


In what sense can it be called— 


The Voice of Protestantism 
By JOHN M. ALEXANDER 


HERE IS A DIFFERENCE be- 
tween the voice of Roman Cathol- 
icism and the voice of Protestant- 

ism. To understand the difference we 
must recall the differing basic assump- 
tions of the two groups. It is the same 
as that which exists between totali- 
tarianism and democracy. 

When the Catholic hierarchy speaks, 
it claims the voice of authority, but 
it is not the voice of the considered 
judgment of representatives in open as- 
sembly. When a Protestant voice 
speaks it does not claim divine author- 
ity, but it is the voice of the considered 
judgment of representatives in open 
assembly. 

Dr. John G. Garth of Mecklenburg 
Presbytery in commenting on the Co- 
lumbus meeting of the Federal Council 
in The Charlotte Observer of April 14, 
1946, concluded his article with this 
paragraph: 


“The Federal Council was first organ- 
ized in 1908, and was incorporated in 
1924 and is possibly the greatest influ- 
ence in America for advancing the spirit 
and practice of unity in the churches. 
It enables them to speak with one voice. 
It is the Protestant Voice of the West- 
ern Hemisphere.” 


I believe that the Federal Council is 
increasingly the Protestant voice of the 
Western Hemisphere. But another 
difference should be noted between the 
voice of a Protestant denomination and 
the voice of the Federal Council. When 
the supreme body in a Protestant de- 
nomination speaks it does have author- 
ity within that denomination, When 
the Federal Council speaks it is the 
voice of considered judgment, it is ad- 
vice to its constituent members, it is 
suggestion as to cooperative procedure, 
but it is binding upon no denomination. 

While lacking authority to enforce its 
deliverances, the voice of the Federal 
Council is powerful and far-reaching. 
Whatever authority it has is the author- 
ity of truth and conscience. The Council 
is a representative body, as democratic 
in its organization and in its discus- 
sions as is the Congress of the United 
States or as is the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church. 

When critics of the Council in written 
articles or in public debate ask, ‘Does 
the Federal Council speak for Southern 
Presbyterians?” or when they say, “At 
one moment the Council claims to be 
the voice of Protestantism and the next 
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Prior Service Fund. 


A gift today 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D. D., Secy. 





We Thank God--- 


—that when our Church decided to put the work of Ministerial 
Relief on the more dependable, Christian basis of a pension fund, 
known as the Ministers’ Annuity Fund we had before us the ex- 
perience of other Churches and were thus guided away from many 


—that the Minister’s Annuity Fund has been able to meet all its 
obligations and has accumulated assets to meet all its assumed 


We Take Courage 


—that the General Assembly, in view of the pressing need for larger 
annuities, has called on Presbyterians to increase the $3,000,000 


Have you done your fair share in this effort? 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 


A legacy in your will 


Rev.Wm. H. Hopper, D. D., Treas. 
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moment claims that it is not the yoi, 
of the churches,” they reveal a lack y 
understanding of the nature of this fe. 
eration. 

When the Federal Council speaks, ; 
is the voice of Protestantism of t, 
Western Hemisphere. It is a voice y. 
rived at in open discussion by du 
elected representatives of the constity 
ent denominations. It is the only cha. 
nel through which the judgment 
twenty-five million members can 
come articulate. It is counsel, not lay 
It is cooperative planning, not enfore. 
ment. It is a call to the churches, ny 
acommand. The only authority it hy 
is when its voice rightly interprets th 
mind of Christ, 


Church Centers on Religious 
Education Emphasis Sept. 28 
Atlanta, Ga. (RNS)—The Genen| 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Chur, 
US, has designated Sept. 1-Oct. 5 as 
ligious Education season. Special en. 
phasis will be placed on the observane 
of Religious Education Week, whid 
takes place during the final week of th 





season, in every local church, Assem) 
Officials said. 

Religious Education Season has 
double purpose: to reassemble Sun 
schools after the summer vacation at 
Rally Day on Sept. 28, and receive 
that day the annual Rally Day offeriy 
used to support the benevolent work 
the Assembly’s Executive Committee ¢ 
Religious Education and Publication; 
and, to launch the church’s Program 
Progress which includes raising $500, 
000 for the expansion plans of the com 
mittee. 














$5,000.-° 


FOR BEST SERMONS 





A nationwide preaching program 
sermon contest is scheduled by Spirit 
ual Mobilization, Inc., to be held 0 
Columbus Day, October 12. It 
planned that 25,000 pastors will pread 
that Sunday morning on “Perils 
Freedom” and manuscripts submittel 
prior to that date may qualify for prize 
totaling $5,000. F 
The judges committee is composed 0 
Dr. Edgar J. Goodspeed, Dr. Robe 
Sproul, and Dr. Alfred Noyes. The 
men will determine the winning 
mons. 

Spiritual Mobilization is a Crusade 
ing expanded by 11,000 ministers ° 
churches who believe Freedom is ! 
peril in America and in the world, 
who feel it the bounden duty of f0 
lowers of Jesus to champion it agail 
communism, fascism, or any stateism. 
All ministers in every denomination 
invited to participate in the prog 
of Spiritual Mobilization. Address you 
sermon manuscripts or your inqui 
to Spiritual Mobilization, Inc., 411 W 


Fifth Street, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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The Better Revelation 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR OCTOBER 5 


Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:1-3; 8:6-11. 


We begin this week a series of les- 
sons taken from the closing books of 
the New Testament, Hebrews through 
Revelation, Our first three lessons come 
from the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

The author of this epistle is unknown. 
The title given in the King James Ver- 
sion, ‘“‘The Epistle of Paul the Apostle 
to the Hebrews,” is not a part of in- 
spired Scripture and has no evidential 
value. Whoever the author was, 
scholars are agreed that it could not 
have been Paul. 

The epistle was written probably to 
Jewish Christians in Rome shortly after 
the outbreak of the Domitian persecu- 
tion—about 85-A. D. Its recipients had 
endured a great deal of suffering. As 
a result many of the ‘“‘Hebrews” were 
tempted to apostasize, to return to the 
faith which once had sheltered them, 
and which evidently was making every 
effort to reclaim those who had wan- 
dered from its fold. 

The author’s purpose is to exhort 
these Jewish Christians to hold on to 
Jesus Christ by bringing out as lucidly 
and persuasively as possible the full 
meaning of God’s revelation in Christ. 

The method which he uses is that of 
comparison. He seeks to prove formally 
that Christianity is better than Judaism, 
but his real view is that Christianity is 
the best religion possible, the ideally 
perfect, religion and therefore the final 
religion. 

In the first two chapters he argues 
that Jesus is better than the prophets, 
who in other ‘ages have been God’s 
spokesmen; better also than the angels 
who mediated God’s revelation’ to 
Moses. Jesus has brought us then 


I. The Perfect and Final Revelation. 


1. Jesus Is Better Than the Prophets; 
1:1-3. In this paragraph there are 
three facts which claim our attention. 

(1) The Fact of a Divine Revelation. 
The silence has been broken. God ‘‘has 
spoken” to man. This is one of the 
fundamental truths of our religion, If 
we believed that the Bible were only a 
record of man’s aspirations and of his 
speculations regarding God our hopes 
would be very precarious. But we are 
convinced that God spoke to our fore- 
fathers and that he has also spoken to 
us. The writer to the Hebrews takes 
this for granted. His emphasis is on 

(2) The Incompleteness of the For- 
mer Revelation. According to the Re- 
vised Standard Version, ‘“‘God spoke of 
old to our fathers by the prophets in 


Many and various ways’’; or as Good- 


speed translates, ‘It was little by little 
and in different ways that God spoke in 
old times to our fore-fathers through 
the prophets.’”” These expressions are 
not used to describe the picturesque na- 
ture of the Hebrew revelation, but to 
point out that it is inferior to the reve- 
lation of God in Jesus Christ. There 
were many human speakers, each mak- 
ing his own litle contribution to the un- 
folding of the divine will. No one 
writer gives us the entire truth. Each 
gives us only a portion and that portion 
is often conditioned by its own times, 
not the complete truth, but only that 
partial truth for which mankind was 
then ready, a signpost pointing in the 
right direction. Moses, for example, 
allowed divorce because of the hardness 
of men’s hearts, though it did not ex- 
press the divine ideal. Amos empha- 
sized the divine justice, Hosea the 
divine tove, Isaiah the divine holiness. 
Not only was the revelation fragmen- 
tary, but the method by which it was 
given was unequal and varied. At one 
time the word came in direct precept, 
at another time in typical ordinance, 
sometimes in a dream, sometimes ob- 
scured by its outer covering. The word 
thus given ‘‘in many and various ways” 
was God’s word but it lacked unity, 
homogeneity, clarity and completeness. 
(3) The Completeness of the Final 
Revelation, 1:2-3. ‘‘In many and vari- 
ous ways God spoke of old to our 
fathers hy the prophets, but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by a Son.” 
There are three contrasts. The first 
revelation was.fragmentary and piece- 
meal; the second was final and com- 
plete. The first was delivered by a 
variety of methods, some more adequate 
than others, the second came through 
the person of Jesus Christ. The first 
came through human agenis who could 
not perfectly mirror the divine perfec- 
tions, the second came through one 
standing in such relation to God that 
he can bring a revelation which is per- 
fect and final, “The thought is sub- 
stantially identical with John 1:18: ‘No 
man hath seen God at any time, the only 
begotten Son who is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him.’ (cf, also 
Jn. 14:10, 24). A Son dwelling in the 
bosom of the God, his Father. and hav- 
ing access to his inmost thoughts is fit 
to be the perfect exegete of his mind. 
That is the thought of both gospel and 
epistle. There can certainly 
higher revelation than that.” 
To emphasize Christ’s fitness to bring 
us the final and perfect revelation of the 
Father the author proceeds to make six 
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mighty assertions, which in the case of 
any other than Jesus would strike us 
as the height of absurdity. 

First, Jesus is the heir of all things. 
In other words all things exist for him 
and will finally be summed up in him. 
All history moves toward him as its end. 

Second, Jesus is the creator of the 
world. As James Denny has written: 
“The mediation of creation through 
Christ is a legitimate way of putting 
the conviction that in the last resort and 
in spite of appearances the world in 
which we live is a Christian world; our 
ally, not our adversary.” 

Third, Jesus is the light of the world. 
As the R. S. V. renders it, “He reflects 
the glory of God and bears the very 
stamp of his nature.” It was put more 
simply by Jesus when he said, ‘“‘He who 
has seen me has seen the Father.” 

Fourth, Jesus is the sustainer of the 
world, upholding all things by the word 
of his power. This verse claims for the 
Son the functions of providence, ‘‘Hu- 
man history is not in the grip of fate, 
but in the hands of him who was pierced 
for us on Calvary.”’ 

Fifth, Jesus is the redeemer of the 
world. Purification of sins refers to 
Christ’s redemptive work which is to 
be the main theme of the book. “Since 
the object of the divine revelation is fel- 
lowship between God and men, it must 
culminate in One who can deal with sin, 
as no prophet or succession of prophets 
would do.”’ ( Moffatt.) 

Sixth, Jesus is the ruler of the world. 
‘“‘When he had made purification of sins 
(he) sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high.” The revelation is 
not only in words but also in acts, in 
love, in redemption, in opening heaven 
to believers. It is in this, including the 
purging of men from their sins, that the 
final disclosure of God’s mind and pur- 
pose is made, 

2. Jesus Is Better Than the Angels, 
1:4-10. 

This passage does not appeal to the 
modern mind as much as the former, 
because angels play such a negligible 
part in our theology. To appreciate the 
author’s thought we must remember 
that, according to Jewish tradition, the 
Law was given to Moses through the 
mediation of angels. There were also 
a number of heresies which counted 
Jesus to be on a level with the angels. 
In asserting that Jesus is greater than 
the angels the writer is repeating the 
claim just made that God’s complete 
and final revelation is given through 
Christ. The thought is summed up in 
the page heading of the American 
Standard Version, ‘God’s final word 
spoken through his Son, who is superior 
to the angels and more to be heeded.” 

In our present passage we have only 
the first part of the argument. In vss. 
4-5 the author quotes Scripture to prove 
that Christ (the Messiah) alone is God’s 
Son. In vss. 6-10 he quotes additional 
Scriptures to prove that the angels are 
subjects (they shall worship Christ at 
his second coming; they are merely in- 
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struments to carry out the divine provi- 
dence), while Christ is King. 


II. The Perfect and Final Redemption. 


In chapters 3-10 the author argues 
that Jesus is better than Moses and 
Joshua who were the leaders of God’s 
redeemed host; better also than Aaron 
and the Aaronic priesthood, who have 
served as mediators between God and 
men, Jesus has brought us then the 
perfect and final redemption from sin. 

Our present passage (8:6-11) gives 
us one link in this total argument. 

The Old Testament (more properly 
the Old Covenant) was so called by the 
early church because it was written 
around the covenant which God made 
with Israel at Sinai, a solemn agreement 
in which he covenanted or promised to 
be their God, if they would obey his 
voice (Ex. 19:5-6), The weakness, the 
inadequacy of this covenant is clearly 
revealed, says the writer to the 
Hebrews, in the fact that Jeremiah saw 
the need and predicted the formation 
of a New Covenant which would remedy 
the defects of the old. 

Jeremiah wrote shortly after Judah 
had followed Israel into captivity. For 
him the exile was sufficient proof that 
the old covenant was virtually broken 
and ready to disappear. It had been 
found in its own character and from the 
nature of men ineffectual for its pur- 
pose. On its ruins rose in the heart of 
prophet and people through God’s 
teaching the hope of a better covenant 
which should never be broken (cf. Isa. 
54:9-10; 55:3; Ezek. 37:24-28). 

This new covenant, Jeremiah pointed 
out, would be superior to the old in at 
least three different respects: (1) the 
law would be written not upon tables of 
stone, but upon the hearts and minds 
of men, not an objective standard, ex- 
ternally imposed, but a subjective stand- 
ard inwardly accepted. This thought of 
a law written upon men’s hearts includes 
at least two thoughts: first, the idea 
that men will come to have an instinc- 
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tive idea of God’s requirements; second, 
that obedience to God’s will will be 
compelled not from without but from 
within by native impulse. (2) Under 
its administration, all men will come to 
know and accept God’s purpose for their 
lives. They will not need every man to 
teach his fellowman ‘‘for they shall all 
know me from the least to the greatest.” 
The old covenant had failed because the 
Israelites had rejected God’s will. The 
New Covenant would never fail, but in 
time would come to include all men. 
(3) The New Covenant would reveal 
God’s mercy, his willingness to forgive 
men their sins. Men might fail, but 
God’s love would never fail, ‘‘I will be 
merciful to their iniquities and, their 
sins will I remember no more.” 

On the night in which he was be- 
trayed Jesus took the cup and said, 
“This cup is the New Covenant in my 
blood which is poured out for many for 
the remission of sins.” He referred 
quite evidently to Jeremiah’s great 
prophecy which we have just analyzed. 
This Covenant, the writer to the 
Hebrews agrees, was inaugurated and 
sealed by the death of Jesus. The New 
Testament (more properly the New 
Covenant) is so called because it re- 
volves about the new religious dispensa- 
tion, predicted by Jeremiah and made 
possible by the life and death of Jesus. 

How have the promises of the New 
Covenant been realized? (1) Forgive- 
ness of sins has been made available 
through the death of Jesus. (2) The 
law of love is written upon the hearts 
of those who accept him as Savior and 
Lord, (3) But the time has not yet 
come when all men know God. That 
goal still seems infinitely distant. Have 
we made any progress? Why have we 
not made greater progress? When can 
men hope for its complete realization? 
How can we help to bring its realization 
nearer? 


III. The Danger of Neglect. 


In 2:1-4 we have the first of numer- 
ous exhortations which the author in- 
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troduces at intervals, relieving the argy. 
ment and applying it. Jesus Christ 
brings us the complete and final revelg. 
tion of the Father and the complete ang 
final redemption from sin—‘‘therefore 
we must pay the closer attention to 
what we have heard lest we drift away 
from it.” 

This last phrase is a very suggestive 
one, It presents the picture of a man 
who not through any positive action of 
his own but simply through careless. 
ness and neglect allows himself to be 
carried away from the only safe land- 
ing place by the current of a stream. 
Let us remember that the warning was 
addressed to Christians. The fate 
against which the author warns them 
has befallen numerous Christians from 
that day to this. They have not in. 
tended to depart from Christ. They 
have simply drifted away, borne almost 
imperceptibly at first by the current of 
their times, the popular current of 
thought, feeling, or action which, if it 
is not resisted, will carry one farther 
and farther away from his Lord. How 
many we have all known who have thus 
drifted away. How many there are on 
the rolls of every one of our churches, 
Some carried down the stream so far 
that they are lost forever, it may be. 
Others who have only begun to drift. 
Some who are not even aware that they 
are drifting, for one does not have to 
turn away from Christ to drift. He will 
inevitably be borne down the stream if 
he does not hold fast to Christ, if he 
does not give repeated attention to the 
things which he has heard, if he does 
not continue to cultivate his religious 
life. 

The author gives three reasons why 
his readers should pay “closer atten- 
tion” to the things which they have 
heard, First they were spoken by our 
Lord—how can we fail to heed them if 
we really believe this to be true? 
Second, they are well attested by both 
God and man. If this was true in the 
Apostles’ days how much more in our 
own, after two thousand years of Chris 
tian history. No book has been so care 
fully scrutinized as the Bible. We have 
here the teaching of our Master, con 
firmed in the experience of men for al- 
most two thousand years. Third, there 
is a heavy penalty for their neglect. 
There is a heavy penalty that society 
pays, we see very clearly now. But the 
author is thinking of the eternal penalty 
that we shall pay as individuals—‘“how 
shall we escape if we neglect such 4 
great salvation?’ Note again the 
writer does not say—‘If we reject such 
a great salvation.” He is writing to 
Christians and this is exactly the danger 
we face—that we shall lose our salva- 
tion by neglect, That is all we need to 
do to lose a friendship, a garden, a skill. 
And that is all we need to do to lose our 
fellowship with God. What are the 
practices of religion that we cannot 
afford to neglect? Why are men s0 
tempted to neglect them? What is the 
remedy? 
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GRACE BEFORE BOOKS 


By KENNEH J. FOREMAN 





— 


HARLES LAMB somewhere in- 
C quires why, if we have grace be- 

fore meals, we do not have grace 
before books. Why should we say a 
special prayer over beef and mutton 
(not to mention carrots and okra) and 
not over Shakespeare and Milton? 
Milton is not only pleasanter than mut- 
ton but more nourishing. 

By way of belated response to Mr. 
Lamb’s suggestion, a few prayers are 
subjoined, not as forms but as perhaps 
expressing the mood in which a Chris- 
tian may approach the reading of his 
books. 


For a Book of Science 


Fountain of all truth, bless to our 
minds the revelation of these particular 
truths, Open our minds, make us 
humble in the face of facts, help us to 
read with careful minds the handwrit- 
ing of Thy divine purpose in all things. 


For a Biography 


O Thou who for us and for our salva- 
tion didst become man, may we find 
nothing human alien from us. May the 
life of inspire and illuminate 
our own; may we learn from his vices 
and his virtues, his failures and his 
success. Help us to rejoice in every 
achievement of man, and to see anew 
the truth that man has been set but 
little lower than the angels, crowned 
with glory and honor. 


For a Book of Travel 


For the wonders of the land and sea, 
and the marvels of the mighty deep, we 
give Thee thanks, who createst all. 
That far lands may come near, that 
strange peoples may be less strange to 
our minds, that understanding may 
grow and sympathy increase, we pray 
Thee, who lovest all. 


For a Classic (e. g., Virgil, Dante, 
Shakespeare. ) 

O Thou who alone art great, may we 
recognize with open heart the greatness 
with which Thou hast inspired some 
sons of men. AS we read, may our 
smallness be rebuked, may we acquire 
a vision of greatness. Make us aware 
of the myriads who before us have read 
these pages and by them have been 
lifted to high places of the spirit. 


For a Volume of Poems 
O Thou at whose voice the morning 





stars sang together, we thank Thee for 
all interpreters of beauty. May the 
singers reveal to us the vision the 
learned have not seen, Let magic word 
and singing line lift our souls from the 
dust and set us beneath the rainbow 
round about Thy throne, 


For a Best Seller 


O God, help us to be honest about 
ourselves. If we are opening this book 
only because the multitudes praise it, 
if we read only in order not to be out- 
chattered, if the reading will only inure 
our minds to evil and forge another link 
of the chain that already lies too heavily 
upon us, if hereby we hope to indulge 
in pleasant and vicarious sin, then fill 
us with common-sense at least long 
enough to throw this book away. 


For Recreational Books 


O God, Thou knowest our weariness. 
As with dulled and tired minds we read 
these pages, may they bring us such a 
release as shall not leave us the worse 
at the end. May we take this book for 
what it is and no more, not pretending 
that we are thinking great thoughts nor 
reading high literature. May the story 
it brings us lie lightly on our minds as 
a refreshing dream, and restore us 
thence to our day’s work in peace. 


For Fiction of the Better Sort 


O Thou, sublime and ineffable, who 
hast often made Thyself known to men 
in humble tales, we thank-Thee for 
man’s creative spirit; for the heroes and 
heroines born in brilliant minds, for the 
pageantry of stories that in brief space 
set before our eyes the race of man. 
May the reading of this book open our 
eyes to the powers for good and evil in 
the hearts of men, that we may the 
better know others and ourselves. 


For a Book of Philosophy 


O God, the fear of whom is the be- 
ginning of wisdom, we thank Thee for 
the never-resting mind of man, and for 
the brain its tool; for the vast glories 
of the universe and for the far-travel- 
ing thoughts of man, uncontent like 
beasts to feel and suffer but seeking al- 
ways to render a reason for things, un- 
satisfied this side of the last answer. 
Help us to read with clear and penetrat- 
ing eye, to choose the true and leave 
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the false. Though our lives be but 
small, let our thoughts be great. 


For a Book on Religion 


Thou who at sundry times and in 
divers manners hast spoken to many a 
saint, whose wisdom passing into holy 
souls makes men friends of God and 
prophets, we thank Thee that thy Spirit 
has not ceased to speak, that the 
heavenly light still shines. May what 
we are about to read take away the 
scales from our eyes, the shadow from 
our souls, and show us some rays of the 
eternal glory, piercing the fog of dull- 
ness or despair and making more bright 
within us the flame Thyself hast 
kindled, 


For the Book of Books 


Open Thou our eyes, that we may be- 
hold wondrous things out of Thy law. 
Teach us the way of Thy statutes, that 
we may keep it unto the end. Make us 
to understand, that we may keep Thy 
law, and observe it with our whole 
heart. With humility and courage may 
we receive Thy word, a light in time of 
darkness, a sword in time of peril. Im- 
plant it in our minds and hide it in our 
hearts, that we sin not against Thee, 
and that Thy will and spirit may be 
woven into the texture of all our lives, 

AMEN. 
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Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 





Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 








CHANGES 


Tinsley Bradley from Glade Springs, 


Va., to Gilbert, W. Va. 
C. Emerson Smith 
Va., to Hampton 
Va. 
Jos. R. Woody from Navy Yard, S. C., 
to 374 Pendleton St., Rock Hill, §. C. 


Institute, 


©. Lloyd Arehart from Frankford, W. 
Va., to Union Seminary, Richmond, Va., 
where he is engaged in graduate study. 


from Elkins, W. 
Hampton, 





RADIO 


KENNETH J. FOREMAN 

Well known to readers of THE PRES- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK because of his 
weekly homilies (see page 23), Dr. 
Foreman will be heard on the Presby- 
terian Hour Sunday morning, October 
5, 8:30 A. M. (EST). Longtime pro- 
fessor at Davidson College, he is now 
professor of theology at Louisville Pres- 
byterian Seminary. Dr. Foreman’s ser- 
mon topic is “Our Belief in the Future 
Life.” 

On October 12 the preacher will be 
John Newton Thomas. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


W. M. Fairley from Montreat, N. C., 
to Ft. Meade, Fla., effective Oct, 1. 

Joe B. Hopper from Callaway, Va., to 
1% Beach Ave., Woodmont, Conn., 
where he and Mrs, Hopper will attend 
the language school at Yale University. 

Sidney Hills from Perry, Mo., to 2330 
N. Halsted, Chicago 14, IIl. 

Geo. D, Jackson from Asheboro, N. 
C., to H-2, North Hall, 100 Stockton St., 
Princeton, N. J. 

John H. Vanlandingham from Molino, 
Mo., to the pastorate of the Clarkton, 


Mo., church. 
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MARRIED 


Donald B. Bailey, pastor 


of the 


Emory church, Atlanta, and Jane Estes 
were married at the First church, At-® 


lanta, 
ber 5. 


by William V. 





ADDITIONAL COPIES 


—of this special issue will be sold” 
as long as the supply lasts at 15ey 


Gardner, Septem-— 


a 


single copy ; 10c each for 10 or more, © 


eash with order. Get enough to dis- 
tribute freely. 





North Carolina. 


PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior college for women, with last two years of high school. 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and commercial] subjects. 
Applications for 1947-1948 session should be made now. 


For catalogue, write William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, 
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FOR AN ENDURING INVESTMENT IN 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Inquire about— 
The Living Endowment 


F. L. Jackson—Treasurer 


Davidson College 














BIBLE STORIES... 


Non-denominational in 
character, and strictly Biblical in content, 
Church -Craft Slides are used by churches 
throughout the wor/d, each set a cherished 
step towards a complete visual aids library 
for Bible teaching purposes. Write, phone 
for further details & descriptive literature. 





TIDEWATER MOVIE SERVICE 
218 W. 36th Street 
Norfolk 8, Va. 

Phone 42051 


Preparatory: 


Flight: 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses leading to A. A. or A. 8S. Degree 
10th, 11th, 12th grades. 
Veterans Refresher. 
Two years Business Administration. 
Private Pilot, Commercial. 
Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Apartments available for married students. 
Registration fee $5.00 


Box B-4, Maxton, N. O. 


Instructor Rating. 











1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1947 


A Christion College for Men 


Where the Chief Concern Is the 
Highest Welfare of the Individual 
Student 
Enroll Now for 1948-49 
EDGAR G. GAMMON, President, Hampden-ydney, Va. 
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